C R I M E   R E D U C T I O N   A D V I C E

The Good News

First of all it should be remembered that crime of all types has fallen significantly over the last decade. Between 1995 and 2006/7 (the last year for which figures are available) burglary has dropped by 59%, vehicle thefts (both of the vehicle and from the vehicle) by 61%, household theft by 47% and other personal theft by 45% (Source: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs07/crime0607summ.pdf ). This reduction surprises most people who continue to think that crime is on a never ending upward trend, however if you read the above publication you will find that the Police, their partners and you, the general public, have been very successful in reducing the amount of crime being committed.

To put that into some sort of perspective the chance of a West Yorkshire dwelling being burgled this year is very slightly over 2%, or put another way with the crime rate at this level an ‘average’ household in West Yorkshire will be burgled, on average, once every 50 years. The burglary rate in Bradford, by the way, is almost identical to the West Yorkshire average.

Keeping up with the burglars

Burglars have recently discovered a weak point in modern UPVC door locks or Eurocylinders as they are officially known. The Eurocylinder is a Brass cylinder which fits into a UPVC door to operate the locking mechanism. These locks originate from Europe as the name suggests. The cylinder itself did not form part of any British Standard in the security testing procedures for locking mechanisms and doors. This is now being addressed by the British Standards Institute. 

In simple terms the burglar’s technique involves snapping the lock at a weak point and the mechanism can then be operated by a finger, screwdriver or other implement. It is very quick and almost completely silent.
We therefore strongly recommend changing your lock to one of the ‘Snap safe’ or ‘Break safe’ style. Typically a new lock costs around £30 to £40, is quick and easy to fit and prevents this type of break in.

If you require advice about your locks please contact your crime reduction officers on 01274 376439. 

Look in … even when you are out 
The majority of burglaries occur when the householder is out.  Sometimes there are obvious clues which we inadvertently give to the criminal – a house in total darkness is one such clue.

Giving the impression that someone is in, will greatly reduce the likelihood of you becoming a victim of a burglary. An easy solution to this is to fit a timer switch and low energy light bulb to a lamp. Timer switches are widely available from most DIY stores and will turn lights on automatically inside your home when you are out. Also consider fitting external lighting with dusk till dawn sensors which will automatically turn external lighting on when it becomes dark - remember look in, even when you are out!
Car crime

The chance of having your car stolen or broken into is surprisingly low with any one person in West Yorkshire having a 1.5% risk of becoming a victim last year.  Nonetheless if it happens you will not be happy so ensure that you remove your valuables including your stereo and Sat Nav.  A very simple solution, but if you don’t your chances of becoming a victim rises dramatically.

In conclusion - there are many more different types of crime and many different countermeasures for them. There isn’t room here to describe all the ways to combat crime but if you are interested in a particular crime type you can go to http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/cpghs.htm which gives you a comprehensive list of crimes and ways of combating them. 
