                                 Anti Social Behaviour


What is Anti Social Behaviour (ASB)?
ASB is a course of conduct, committed by an individual, which causes another person, not within the same household, to suffer harassment, alarm and distress. 

The behaviour involved can consist of any persistent act which results in the quality of life of another being affected in some way. The type of incident and its effect upon an individual can and does vary with each person. 

How the ASB Team can assist you? 
Members of the public are able to discuss any persistent or serious Anti Social Behaviour with the team officers PC Sam Buckley, or PC Diane Walsh, or the Bradford Council ASB Unit. Both units work hand in hand to combat reports of this nature. 

After the problem is understood the options available can then be discussed to help resolve the issues. Some of the options available are: 
· Setting up mediation sessions

· Putting in place an activity that diverts those committing the ASB to another task

· Using ‘Acceptable Behaviour Contracts’(ABCs) to deter the person or group from persisting with their behaviour

· Supporting Injunctions against individuals

· Using Anti-social Behaviour Orders (ASBOs) to prevent the person or group from persisting with their behaviour

· Criminal Law Proceedings in the event of ASB breaches

· To assist the Police and the Bradford Council ASB Unit the public are asked to ensure incidents are reported as soon as possible

· To keep a note of all times, dates and locations of incidents and to provide names and/or descriptions of those involved.  It is also advantageous for other witness details to be recorded to assist in backing up reports of ASB made to the Police or Bradford Council Unit.

Please remember that we can only take positive action against individuals who have been identified. 

If you are in a situation where you are experiencing ASB but do not know the identities of the suspects, there are still options open to us to try and identify these people. Please report incidents and don't think that nothing can be done. If we don't know about incidents that are occurring, we cannot even begin to address them. 

What is an ASBO? 
An ASBO is a local authority measure designed to prevent an individual or group from travelling to certain areas, wearing clothes likely to aide criminal disguise or behaving in a manner likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress. Anyone over the age of 10 can be liable, and the minimum length of time an order will last is 2 years. There is no upper time limit. 

The Orders were introduced to England and Wales by the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. The burden of proof for the granting of an ASBO is less than that of a Criminal matter, yet if breached can carry a maximum sentence of 5 years in prison. 

