Inaugural PACT Meeting, The Valleys.  25th June 2009

Held at Marsden Church, Peel St, Marsden
Apologies Cllr David Woodhead
Minutes of last meeting – none

Minutes arising – none

Update on PACT action plans – none.

Inspector Trueman introduced himself and other officers present from The Valleys Neighbourhood Policing Team Sgt Simon Haigh, PC Phil Miller and PCSO Tony Linney.

Sgt Haigh was then invited to give a brief update on crime trends across the locality and those who had recently been convicted.
Stone thefts have been troubling the area.  On 28th May 2009, four suspects were arrested for this offence and three of these four were again arrested for a further similar offence. Intelligence has been gathered re this criminal activity and the public are invited to be vigilant and pass on any information to the police.

Two suspects have been arrested for theft of bikes. Since they were remanded in custody, no further similar thefts have been reported.

Following useful information from the public, a successful drugs raid was carried out on 22nd June.  Since December, there have been a number of successful raids with cannabis plants seized and the public are urged to continue passing on information.

A Porsche was stolen from Hade Edge following a burglary. The public are urged to be careful with keys and take them upstairs with them when they retire to bed.  
Joint operations with Derbyshire, Greater Manchester and South Yorkshire Police Services continue, in order to tackle cross-border HANOI burglaries (a HANOI burglary describes a burglary committed in order to obtain car keys and remove the vehicle).

Luke Patrice from Milnsbridge appeared in court regarding the illegal riding of an off-road bike.  He received 6 points on his licence and was fined.

Inspector Trueman thanked Sgt Haigh and then went on to explain that PACT meetings were for the discussion of issues that affected the local community.
Priorities had previously been set in accordance with issues raised by local people via calls for service, email, telephone calls or face to face discussion with officers whilst out on patrol. 

He also explained about the Neighbourhood Management Groups and how they also fed into the policing priorities.

The present priorities for the four Ward areas that make up The Valleys Locality are as follows: -

Holme Valley North (HVN) – Off Road Bikes around The Cobbles in Meltham.

Holme Valley South (HVS) – Youths gathering and causing ASB in Cliff Rec and Holt Lane area’s in Holmfirth.

Golcar – ASB caused by youths loitering around Saville Street in Milnsbridge.

Colne Valley (CV) – Criminal Damage around Bridge Street and the Railway Station in Slaithwaite
Members of the public were then invited to raise issues and the following were raised: -

Sands (HVS) (skateboard park) in Holmfirth and Holmfirth Co-op car park – youths moving between these two areas in vehicles, driving irresponsibly and drinking alcohol. Policing Priority 
(Police response – registration plate numbers have been collected, one warning has already been issued, vehicles will be crushed if second offence committed.)

Golcar – (Cllr Marchington raised the following issue) cars speeding around the centre of Golcar village and off-road bikes in the area.  Cllr Marchington urged the public to pass on relevant information to the police).
Passed to Roads Policing who do checks when available also off road bike section utilised – Cannot chase.
(Police response – explanation of Section 59 and the enforcement use of this legislation)

Question from a member of the public – when a group of young people are moved on from Saville Street and Scar Lane in Milnsbridge, to where are they moved?

Police response – attempts made to disperse large groups of young people but police aware that they sometimes regroup elsewhere.  

A member of the public requested that all those who come into contact with young people should carry information about activities available to them and inform them accordingly.

Police response – this is a good idea.  A mail shot could also be sent to pupils at school to inform them of activities and these are also published in the Kirklees Together publication. Mail shot given out to schools and also officers carry a small number
Inspector Trueman stated a leaflet giving out dates /times / location of activities needed to go into schools before they close for the summer holidays.

Inspector Trueman also added that his officers met on a regular basis with our partners from Young Peoples Services (YPS) 
Question from a member of the public – are the cells in Huddersfield Police Station still closed?

Police Response – No, they re-opened about eight weeks ago.

Colne Valley – Cllr Ridgway raised the issue of off-road bikes at Crosland Park (bordered by Royds Avenue, Slant Gate, Broad Oak, Royds House Lane).  Information is being sought and will be passed on appropriately to police. Policing Priority 

A member of the public requested the compost from plants removed in drugs raids rather than wasting it, for Allotments for Well-Being Society. 

Not usually in compost now more hydroponics 
A member of the public noted that speed cameras were in operation along Manchester Road today and emphasised that speeding traffic along that stretch of road is a problem for the community.

Passed to Roads Policing who do checks when available
Inspector Trueman confirmed that following the PACT meeting the policing priorities for The Valleys NPT and other officers who patrol the area would be as follows. 
These were as a result of the calls for service and other criteria as described earlier.

Holme Valley North – ASB caused in Honley by local youths around Marsh Gardens, Honley.
Holme Valley South – ASB  Caused by local youths who gather and consume alcohol at The Sand recreation area, also those who use drive irresponsibly between The Sands and Co-op car park.

Golcar – Reduce the problems caused by youths around the Beech School, Beech Avenue.

Colne Valley – ASB caused off-road bikes at Crosland Park (Royds Avenue, Slant Gate, Broad Oak, Royds House Lane)
He explained these would be placed on RESOLVE, which is a system which the police use to record activity regarding the priorities. By recording the police and partner activities, we would be in a good position to report back at the next published PACT meeting.

The next PACT meeting will be held in Holmfirth Methodist Church on 15th July 2009 at 6.30pm.

Members of the public and elected members present were thanked for their attendance and participation.
