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Criminal Procedure Rules, r 16. 2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9 

 
Statement of: A. Scientist  
 
This report (consisting of 2 pages signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if it 

is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated anything in it which I know to be false, or that I do 
not believe to be true. 

Insofar as this statement contains expert opinion evidence I believe that its contents also reflect my obligations to include any 
relevant matter required by Crim. PR 19.4. I understand and expect that Crim. PR 19.6 will apply, should another party 
disagree with my conclusions. 

I understand that my duty is to the court.  I have complied with that duty and will continue to do so. 

FORENSIC RESPONSE TO PROSECUTION / DEFENCE SFR STAGE 1, ISSUES 

1. 

 
Comment on the likelihood of the blood found on the door handle at Leaping Lane being the 

result of secondary transfer rather than him being at the scene – Mr V having been assaulted 

by the same individuals who committed the burglary at this address (I understand the source 

of the blood is not at issue). 

 

Qualifications, Experience and relevant Accreditation 

I am a Bachelor of Science with an honours degree in Biochemistry. I have worked as a forensic scientist 

since 1989 and am currently employed by LGC Forensics at Wakefield. I have experience in cases 

involving biological trace evidence including the identification and analysis of body fluids, blood pattern 

analysis, DNA profiling, scene of crime examination and damage assessment. I have received training and 

undergone competency assessments against defined standards in all of these areas.  

I have on numerous occasions interpreted and reported the results of the type detailed in this statement. 

This has included presenting evidence of this type at Coroner's Court, Crown Court and Magistrate's 

Court.  

 

 

Additional Case information 
(Explanatory Note: in completing this section, the maker of the statement should include any relevant matter required 
by Crim.PR.19.4(b)-(e)(h)) 
 

 

Role/Registration No:  Forensic Scientist Provider/Force/Unit  
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Case issues / Stage 2 response 
(Explanatory Note: In expressing any conclusions, the maker of the statement should (where applicable) have regard 
to the provisions of Crim.PR 19.4 (f)(g)(i)(j) and Criminal Practice Direction 33A.5: Factors to be taken into account in 
determining the reliability of Expert Evidence) 

   
I have been provided with a copy of the photographs taken at Leaping Lane including a close-up of the 

blood staining on the inside of the front door handle.  In my opinion, the blood on the door handle is 

heavy (it has pooled in part of the stain) and was deposited through direct contact with a surface wet 

with blood.  Furthermore, as the blood extends around the plate of the door handle and onto the curved 

inner surface of the door handle (where it joins with the plate) it is my view that this contact must have 

been with a malleable surface and given its location is readily explained by contact with a hand that was 

wet with blood.  Given blood can dry quickly on skin and given how heavy the stain is, in my opnion,  it 

is likely that the person with blood on their hand was themselves injured and bleeding at that time. 

 

Mr V has stated he was struck once to his head with a metal bar and does not describe any contact with 

his assailant once he was injured and bleeding.  Therefore, it follows that the only potential mechanism 

for transfer of his blood to the door handle would be via the metal bar.  It should be noted that when an 

individual is struck there is a delay in the onset of bleeding.   As such there would have been little if any 

blood available for transfer to the bar.  Furthermore, in my opinion, the metal bar (if blood stained) would 

not transfer blood to the door handle in the manner seen as it would not “curve” around the door handle 

plate and handle. 

 

In summary, it is my opinion, that the nature and appearance of the blood staining on the door 

handle provides extremely strong support for the view that it was transferred directly from Mr V, 

when he was injured and bleeding, rather than via a secondary mechanism such as the metal 

bar he states he was struck with. 

 

In expressing the evidential significance of my findings I have used the following scale of scientific 

support: no support, weak, moderate, moderately strong, strong, very strong, extremely strong support. 

 
 

Role/Registration No:  Forensic Scientist Provider/Force/Unit  

 


