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Policy Statement 

Summary This policy provides information to West Yorkshire Police (WYP) officers on 
how to deal with incidents and crimes regarding wildlife. 

The policy aims to explain responsibilities of the Force Wildlife Officer, 
health and safety dangers to officers investigating offences relating to 
badger setts and rabbit warrens, how to deal with poisoned wildlife, 
carcasses or recovered poison and pesticide samples, investigation of the 
theft of wild birds’ eggs and what to do if illegal importation of wildlife is 
suspected. 

Scope This policy applies to all police officers and police staff. 

Health and Safety 

Summary •  Some of the substances used to poison wildlife are so toxic or are used in 
such high concentrations that they will kill on contact with the skin.

•  There is a similar risk from animals which have been in contact with a 
chemical spillage.

•  Officers must not attempt to open a badger sett or rabbit warren which 
has been blocked with tightly packed soil without first seeking advice from 
a WIIS investigator.

•  ‘Cymag’ is a highly toxic powdered form of cyanide which:
o Is used illegally to kill rabbits, badgers and fish;
o Turns gaseous when exposed to moisture; and
o Can prove fatal if inhaled by humans.

• Further information is provided in the section on poisoned wildlife.
• Failure to adhere to this procedure when handling carcasses, residues and 

containers etc. could prove fatal. 

Further Advice • For further advice, contact the Force Wildlife Officer via telephone or      

• Advice can also be obtained from the district Wildlife Crime Officer 
– details are available on the Wildlife Crime page. 

mobile.
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Legislation 

Badger Digging • The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 consolidates all other badger 
legislation and lists offences relating to: 
o Interfering with a sett by damaging or destroying it;
o Obstructing or disturbing badgers; and
o Causing a dog to enter a sett.

Theft of Wild 
Birds 

• All wild birds are fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 (WCA).

• The term ‘wild bird’ effectively applies to all native birds, other than game
birds.

• Rarer breeding species are listed on Schedule 1 of the WCA.
•Officers must familiarise themselves with Schedule 1 species for their area.
• The offences most likely to occur are:
o S1(1) – Intentionally taking the egg of a wild bird;
o S1(2) – Possessing a wild bird’s egg, taken after 1982;
o S1(5) – Intentionally or recklessly disturbing a Schedule 1 species at or

near a nest with eggs or young;
o S18(1) – Attempting to commit an offence under the Act;
o S18(2) – Possessing anything capable of being used for committing

offences.
•Offences under S1 of the Act involving Schedule 1 species render the

offender liable for arrest.
• For other offences there is no power to arrest and officers must apply S25

of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act.

Illegal 
Importation 

• Refer to the Animal Health Act 1981 and liability under the Customs and
Excise Acts.

Warrants 

Entering or 
Searching 
Without 
Warrant 

• If officers have reasonable cause to suspect that any person is committing
or has committed an offence under Section 19(1) and (2) WCA, they may
without warrant:
o Stop and search a person if there is reasonable cause that evidence of

an offence is on that person;
o Search or examine anything the person may be using or have in their

possession if there is reasonable cause that evidence of an offence is to
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be found; or 
o For the purpose of exercising these powers, enter any land other than a

dwelling.
• In addition to this, refer to Section 7 in the guidance on Practice Advice on 

Search Management and Procedures 2006. 

Search 
Warrants 

• The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW) has amended Section
19(3) of the WCA, and a search warrant can now be applied for in relation
to any of the offences described above.

•Where possible, these must be executed before the suspect or accomplice
has the chance to return home.

• RSPB investigators are able to give advice and may be able to physically
assist with search warrants.

• Special warnings and house searches without warrant may be relevant in
cases where the offender has been arrested.

• The option of custodial sentences for WCA offences are covered in the
CRoW Act.

• All items sought must be named on the warrant e.g.:
o Wild birds’ eggs;
o Articles capable of being used to take or possess eggs;
o Maps; or
o Documentation relating to the taking or possession of eggs.

• Any non-police personnel e.g. RSPB staff must be named on the warrant.

Responsibilities 

Force Wildlife Officer 

Responsibilities The Force Wildlife Officer is responsible for: 
• Co-ordinating the Force’s response to environmental crime;
• Addressing and reducing any threat to protected species in the Force area;

and
• Providing advice on redundant pesticides and poisons which are frequently

used to kill wildlife, can be a serious threat to humans, and are often
encountered by patrol officers particularly during routine searches.
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Badger Digging 

Responsibilities • In every case, and at the earliest opportunity, officers must obtain the 
advice of: 
o The Force Wildlife Officer;
o The district Wildlife Crime Officer; or
o The Force CBRN advisor – available via the Force Duty Officer. 

Poisoned Wildlife 

Summary • The misuse and abuse of pesticides and poison against wildlife poses a
serious and increasing threat to humans and animals alike.

•Usually it is not the target species that suffer from indiscriminate
poisoning, but more likely domestic animals or children.

Responsibilities • To safeguard themself and the public, officers must use butyl gloves to 
recover carcasses suspected of being poisoned. 

• If in doubt, officers must seek advice from the Force CBRN officer or scenes 
of crime.

• Details of the nominated veterinary surgeons can be obtained from the 
Force Duty Officer.

•Whenever there is doubt as to the toxicity of any substance, officers must 
treat it as lethal and must:
o Use heavy duty disposable gloves to handle all suspect articles including 

carcasses, pegs, or recovered poison and pesticide samples;
o Not allow contact with the skin;
o Before use, mark each bag with yellow ‘Biohazard’ tape;
o Double bag all samples using strong, clear polythene bags;
o Not use bin liners;
o Put the carcass or sample into one of the bags provided, cable tie and 

label;
o Put the bag containing the carcass or sample into a second bag, drop the 

gloves into this bag, cable tie and label;
o Place the bags in a dedicated plastic sealable box, secure with a cable 

tie;
o Recover to the district nominated veterinary surgeon or police station 

awaiting collection by the WIIS investigator; and,
o After completing the above, wash hands thoroughly especially before 

consuming food and drink and touching the face. 
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WIIS 
Investigators 

• The responsibility for dealing with wildlife incidents rests with the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

• They have six investigators (WIIS) covering the country, working 0900x1700 
Monday to Friday.

• Their aim is to attend each incident within four working days.
• They can be contacted via telephone.
• A copy of the report must be submitted to the Force Wildlife Officer. 

Theft of Wild Birds’ Eggs 

Operation 
Easter 

•Operation Easter is aimed at those who steal the eggs of wild birds for
collections.

• Egg collectors:
o Mostly rely on private vehicles, specifically hire vehicles, and these are

usually the easiest way to locate them in a field;
o When targeting a species, will often park away from the site and walk in

on foot;
o Often act late in the evening or in the very early morning;
o May be seen during the daytime trying to local an actual nest site – this

may be outside the breeding season; and,
o Once taken, blow the eggs using small drills, pipettes or syringes to

empty the contents.

Returning Eggs 
to the Nest 

• In very rare cases, it may be possible to return recently taken eggs to the
nest.

•Officers must liaise with local field workers or the RSPB to ascertain
whether this is feasible.

•Where possible, eggs must be identified and photographed first.

Equipment and Methods 

Vehicles •When searching people or vehicles for suspected offences under the WCA
Act, special attention must be given.

• Having been searched on many occasions, many offenders are experienced
in concealing items. Eggs have been found hidden in various parts of a
vehicle including within the engine compartment.

• Eggs may be concealed in a variety of containers, usually padded with
tissue or cotton wool.
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• A search for eggs or equipment must be carried out as if it were a search
for drugs.

• In the case of vehicle stop checks, officers must be wary of evidence being
discarded out of a window.

• Section 18(2) of the WCA has wide reaching implications for the items used
by egg collectors.

• In blatant cases, where a vehicle has been used to travel a considerable
distance specifically to take birds’ eggs, it may be seized and later forfeited.

•Most vehicles used by known collectors have an Operation Easter PNC
marker.

Egg Blowing Kit • Apart from eggs themselves, the most incriminating item is an egg blowing 
kit. This is a collection of drills, pipettes and syringes that only has one 
purpose and may be kept in a small tin or similar. 

• If eggs or a blowing kit are found, they must be seized along with anything
that may be related to the offence/s.

Other • Depending on the circumstances, if no eggs or blowing equipment are
apparent officers must decide whether to seize other items, many of which
may be carried innocently by birdwatchers.

• Items include:
o Notebooks and maps – these may record movements or have details of

nest sites and pin holes may be used on maps rather than ink;
o Binoculars and cameras – eggs are commonly photographed in nests

before being taken, so it is imperative that any film is taken for
development;

o Ropes and climbing equipment; and
o The vehicle itself.

•On occasions, eggs may be posted back to their home or buried for the
offender to return later to collect them.

•Mobile phones or even walkie-talkies may be present for contact purposes,
as further suspects could be nearby awaiting pick up by colleagues.

•Where suspects have been disturbed at bird nest sites and made off,
consider using a police dog or NPAS if available.

Interview 

General • Depending on the circumstances, officers may arrest a suspect or
alternatively invite them to a police station for interview.

• These are for specialised offences and, unless officers are confident of
ground, it may be wise to take advice before interview.
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•Officers must contact the Force Wildlife Officer to identify seized eggs and
other items that need examination.

• If the Force Wildlife Officer is unavailable, the officer can contact
investigators for the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) as the
suspect may be known to them.

• Voluntary interview can be arranged after the evidence has been assessed.

RSPB 
Investigators 

• Investigators for the RSPB can help with:
o Examination of eggs;
o Exhibits;
o Providing expert evidence;
o Case file preparation; and
o Wording of suggested charges.

• The RSPB investigators can be contacted as follows:
o RSPB HQ – ask for investigations
o Guy Shorrock RSPB
o Mark Thomas RSPB (Head of UK Investigations)
o Howard Jones RSPB (Based Denby Dale) 

Illegal Importation 

Principles • If an officer is notified that an animal is suspected of being illegally 
imported, they must urgently inform:
o The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Global 

Wildlife Division Enforcement Team via telephone; and
o The local HM Revenue and Customs.

• If the animal is traced, it must be contained until an environmental 
health officer can attend the scene.

•Officers must not personally handle any such animal. 
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Additional Information 

Compliance This policy complies with the following legislation and guidance: 
• Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
• Protection of Badgers Act 1992
• Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 S25
• Animal Health Act 1981
• Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (S1.1,2 and 5, S18.1 and 2, S19.1, 2 and 3 

and Schedule 1)
• Practice Advice on Search Management and Procedures 2006 (S7 and S11) 
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