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Policy Statement 

Summary Primary responsibility for the recovery of horses lies with the Local Authority, 
but West Yorkshire Police (WYP) have a responsibility and duty of care to 
ensure the safety of members of the public at all times, including the use of 
public highways. This established policy is to assist officers and staff in 
relation to dealing with stray and loose horse(s) on the public highway. This 
policy includes how to recover, transport and stabling of the horses by the 
Service provider being the experienced contracted Equine Recovery Team. 
Also, the procedure on returning horses to their owners, and guidance on 
actions that officers can undertake when considering prosecution of owners.  

Dealing with Injured Road Traffic Accident (RTA) animals is also covered in 
this policy, detailing the initial actions that must be taken subject to the 
nature of the incident and third parties who may need to be involved. 

The Police have responsibility under Animal Welfare Act 2006 to deal with 
animals.  In any circumstance regardless of species the Police must ensure the 
needs of the animal are met and that it is not left. 

Scope This policy applies to all police officers and police staff. Including the District 
Control Room, Contact Centre staff and Duty Inspectors who would 
authorise the Service Provider to be contacted. 

Horse Recovery 

Principles • In most circumstances it is expected that the Local Authority will deal 
with the recovery of horses.

• However, in such circumstances where there is a duty of care to the 
general public, WYP are required to arrange the immediate recovery of 
these horse(s) to a secure location.

• It’s an operational requirement that the Service Provider supports a 24/7, 
365(6) days per annum call-out to safely recover loose and stray horse(s) 
from the public highway.

• A response to any call must be met within one hour, though it is 
recognised that in exceptional circumstances this may rise to one and a 
half hours.

• An Inspectors authorisation must be obtained before the Service Provider 
is contacted to attend the scene.
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• It is the responsibility of the West Yorkshire Animal Rescue Team, via the
Fire Service, to intervene where a horse is trapped, severely injured and
cannot be recovered by the operator on any land.

• It is the responsibility of the Council to recover a loose horse if located on
council land, such as footpaths and council land.

• Any horse(s) found straying on private land, it is the responsibility of the
land owner to deal with such horse(s) under The Control of Horses Act
2015.

• The Operational Contracts Unit will liaise with the Service Provider
regularly regarding the stabling and recovery of the horse(s).

Force 
Undertaking 

• The Force are responsible for contacting the Service Provider with all the
relevant information necessary to assess what resources are required to
assist WYP with the recovery.

• The Force agree to be in attendance and support the Service Provider
whilst they carry out their role to safely and quickly recover any
loose/stray horse(s).

• The Force will if necessary, on an individual case by case incident escort
the Service Provider from the area to ensure their safety and security when
returning to their premises.

• The Force must not publish or divulge in any way the Service Provider’s
details to any member of the public or third party.

• The Force will engage with veterinary surgeon or animal welfare
organisations as they see fit.

Recovery Procedure 

Principles • The Service Provider must be contacted at the earliest convenience when
recovering a horse providing the following information:
o The log number;
o The location;
oHow many loose horses;
o Confirm police attendance; and
o Any other relevant information if necessary.

• A police officer/PSCO must always be in attendance at an incident where
the Service Provider has been requested to attend. They will not recover
horse(s) if a police officer/PSCO is not present.

• When an owner has been located, they must initially provide a horse
passport to prove ownership, or alternative evidence of ownership if a
passport cannot be provided.

• Any costs for call-outs, stabling, veterinary care and return must be
established from the Service Provider and passed onto the owner and
instructed to pay prior to return of the horse(s).

• For a horse to be returned to its owner, the owner must pay all costs
incurred by West Yorkshire Police as a result of the recovery.
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• Only when the costs have been paid can the Service Provider be contacted
to make arrangements for returning the horse.

• All returns must take place at a manned police station with a police
officer/PSCO present, and the owner attending with a horsebox, bridle and
other necessary equipment for the safe transport of the horse(s).

• If the owner doesn’t provide the relevant equipment for safe
transportation the horse(s) must be returned by the Service Provider for
secure stabling incurring additional costs to the owner.

• The Force will stable the horse(s) for 7 days, if the owner is not located, the
horse(s) will be rehomed or destroyed; a decision must be made after
seeking veterinary advice and taking the welfare of the horse into account.

• The Service Provider will arrange a veterinary surgeon or trained staff who
are able to humanely dart and safely dispose of horse(s).

• All horses must be Micro-Chip implanted and horse passport issued prior
to returning to their owner. The owner is responsible for the cost to ensure
legal obligations for the Force are met.

Officer in 
Charge (OIC) 
Responsibility 

The OIC is responsible for: 
• Seeking Inspector authorisation for the Service Provider to attend the 

scene;
• Remaining at a scene where horse recovery is required to ensure the 

Service Provider can safely recover the horse;
• Sending confirmation, once a horse has been recovered, to the 

Operational Contracts Unit via the Animal Recovery mailbox giving all 
relevant details;

• Liaising with the Service Provider and make every effort to locate the 
owner within the specified 7 days;

• Ensuring the owner located can verify they are the owner by validating the 
horse passport or alternative proof of ownership;

• Informing the owner of the costs incurred with the recovery of the horse, 
and the owner’s options.

• Issuing a fixed penalty notice or prosecution as per the Acts under the 
compliance for this policy. Or issuing a summons for a horse being allowed 
on a public highway; and

• Contacting the RSPCA regarding horses with welfare issues if necessary.

Road Traffic Accident (RTA) Injured Animals 

Principles • The Animal Welfare Act 2006 covers dealing with certain animals such as
dogs, horses, bulls and farm animals etc., when injured in a road accident.
It is imperative to remember the welfare of the animal is paramount at all
times.

• Initially all efforts must be made to trace and contact the owner, the
RSPCA can offer assistance and arrival timescales must be considered
before contacting the WYP contractor.
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• It may be considered appropriate, due to the nature of the injury, that the
animal is destroyed. The owner must give consent to this. If they cannot be
traced and therefore cannot give consent, a veterinary surgeon must be
contacted who will decide the recommended treatment in the animal’s
best interest.

• The owner, if subsequently traced, must be told the result of the decision
made, destruction or other, and to remove the animal from the highway.

• All incidents must be recorded on Niche and Storm, and details for the
course of action, either destruction or alternative treatment, must be
recorded in pocket notebooks and Niche.

• For urgent cases when there is unnecessary suffering, immediate steps
must be taken to have the animal destroyed. Force Communications must
then be contacted for the removal of the animal.

• Any costs over £150 must be authorised by the Inspector on duty.

Additional Information 

Compliance This policy complies with the following legislation: 
• The Town and Police Clauses Act 1847
• The Highways Act 1980
• The Animals Act 1971
• The Animal Welfare Act 2006
• Horse Passport Regulations 2009
• The Control of Horses Act 2015
• Data Protection Act 2018
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