
Volunteer Police Cadets Application: Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Eligibility  

How old do I need to be to join the cadets? 

Between 13 and 17 years of age. You can remain a cadet until the end of the school year in 

which you have your 18th birthday (i.e. end of school year 13).  

You also need to be in year 9 or above in September to register for the Bronze Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award.  

 

Why do cadets need to be in year 9 or above to join your scheme? 

You need to be in year 9 to register for the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  

 

I am 18 years old. Can I apply? 

No. You must be aged between 13 and 17 years old. However, you can apply for other 

volunteering roles within the police, such as a Cadet Leader, Special Constable or Police 

Support Volunteer.  

 

Can I join if I have disabilities?   

Yes, however, certain units may not have suitable facilities. These will be discussed with 

individuals who declare disabilities and where possible, reasonable adjustments will be 

taken to facilitate those applicants. 

 

I already have the Bronze DofE Award. Can I apply? 

Yes, you can apply to the scheme. If successful, you may be offered a place within one of our 

Silver groups if there are spaces available in your chosen area.  

 

I have started my Bronze DofE Award with another organisation. Can I apply?  Can I 

complete my Award with cadets? 

Yes, you can apply to the scheme and complete your Bronze award with cadets.  

 

 

 



Do I need access to the internet?  

Yes. Communication with the cadet groups is via electronic methods and you will need 

access to the internet. Individual needs will be discussed with applicants without access to 

the internet. 

 

Can I join a unit if I do not live in the police force area?  

No, you must be a resident of West Yorkshire.  

 

Do I need to be fit to join the cadets? 

Yes and no. Much of the cadet programme involves drill, outdoor activities and for the D of 

E expeditions you may need to be able to walk a reasonable distance. All efforts will be 

made to make reasonable adjustments for applicants with recognised disabilities.  All cadets 

will be encouraged to develop their own fitness throughout the programme but all we ask if 

for commitment, effort and self-discipline.  

 

Can I apply if I have a criminal record? 

Yes, you can apply if you have minor criminal convictions and cautions. Please tell us if you 

have any involvement with the police on your application form. We will carry out local 

background checks as part of the recruitment process.  

 

What do you mean by ‘background checks’?  

We check your name and address on local police systems.  

 

Application Form & Recruitment Process 

Do I need to obtain consent from my parent/guardian before applying? 

Yes, your parent/guardian must consent and sign your application form before you submit 

it.  

 

What happens after I submit my application? When will I be invited to the next stage?  

We will shortlist applications after the deadline. This stage may take a few weeks to 

complete. You will be informed if you have been successful or unsuccessful at this stage. 

Successful applicants will be invited to an assessment day.  

 



What does the assessment day involve? 

You will be invited to complete a series of team building challenges and an informal 

interview with the cadet unit.  

 

What happens after the assessment day?  

We will inform you if you have been successful or unsuccessful shortly after the assessment 

day. Successful applicants will be offered a place on the cadet scheme.  

 

Will you contact me to let me know if I have been offered a place? 

Yes, all applicants will be informed if they have been successful or unsuccessful.  

 

Which areas are recruiting Bronze, year 1 cadets? 

The areas that are recruiting Bronze, year 1 cadets are: Bradford, Kirklees, Leeds and 

Wakefield.  

The Calderdale unit is not recruiting a new Bronze group this year. However, it is recruiting 

cadets for the Silver, year 2 group. 

 

What is the closing date for applications? 

The closing date is 23rd July.  

 

I cannot complete the online application form. Can I have a paper copy of the form? 

Wherever possible we encourage the use of the online application forms. It’s the most 

secure and safe method. However, if online is not an option, please contact the HR team on 

01924 292989. They will send you a paper copy to be completed and sent back to them. 

 

Where do I send the paper copy of the form?  

Please send the paper copy back to our HR department, in the envelope provided.  

 

 

 

  



I am experiencing technical issues whilst completing the online application form. Can you 

help?  

Please contact the HR Systems Support team via 

vh.hrsystemsupport@westyorkshire.police.uk  if you have any issues with the online 

application form. 

I applied to the cadets last year, but my application was unsuccessful. Can I apply this 

year? 

Yes, you can apply this year.  

 

Cadet Scheme 

When do cadet meetings take place? Can you give me further information regarding days, 

times and locations? 

Meeting days, times and locations vary between districts. Please contact your local district 

for further information.  

Most cadet units meet on a weekday evening during the school term. Volunteering activities 

and expeditions usually take place on weekends.  

 

Do you have a Junior Volunteer Police Cadets (JVPC) or Mini Police scheme? 

No. We do not have a Junior VPC (11-13 years) or a Mini Police (8-10 years) scheme in West 

Yorkshire.  

 

I would like to join the Police in the future. Would being a cadet give me an advantage 

over other applicants? 

No, the scheme is not an entry route into a policing career. However, you will be given an 

opportunity to gain an insight into policing, develop key life skills for your CV and support 

your local community.  

 

Do I need to be a cadet to join the force as a police officer in the future? 

No, you do not need to be a cadet to join the force as a police officer.  

 

I am not interested in a policing career. Can I still join the cadets? 

Absolutely! We welcome cadets from all backgrounds. You do not have to be interested in 

joining the police in the future.  
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