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Welcome to our special edition 35 year celebration Newsletter!  

Most things this year have been hampered by the restriction put in place to protect people from the outbreak of 

Covid-19. Neighbourhood Watch is no exception to this, everything that was planned for the summer including our 

35 year celebration has had to be cancelled or rearranged.  

But in true Neighbourhood Watch style, this does not mean we cannot celebrate in new and inventive ways. Our 

Special Edition Newsletter shows what Neighbourhood Watch schemes are planning across the force as well as a 

look back on NHW Week, VE day celebrations and a look back in time to see how far we have come.  

We hope you enjoy the Newsletter and we look forward to getting back out amongst our Schemes as soon as we 

can.  

Kind regards from your District Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators:  

Di Winder (Leeds & Wakefield) Bev Fox (Kirklees) Howard Buckley (Bradford and Calderdale)   

Let’s start with the massive success of Neighbourhood Watch week 2020. 

 

 

 

We were able to showcase not only 

to the force but all over the world 

thanks to Facebook and Twitter all 

the amazing work we do.  

Our thank you messages from 

Scheme members to people who 

have stood out in the communities 

as people that help and can be relied 

upon was a particular highlight of the 

entire campaign.  

We had lots of great examples of communities coming together and people 

going the extra mile. Like young sisters aged 6 and 9 that cycled 100 miles 

to raise over £1700 for the Garforth NET foodbank.   

To a very talented chap who used his amazing textile skills to make scrubs 

for nurses and health care professionals – as seen in the photograph to the 

right.   

We also had lots of examples of how Neighbourhood Watch Schemes use 

WhatsApp to communicate crime prevention advice, and how they have 

adapted this during the Covid-19 lockdown to make sure people are getting 

shopping and other essentials which they may have otherwise struggled to 

get.   
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VE Day was not forgotten by our schemes, many of which held socially distanced garden parties, decorated their 

homes and played music relevant to VE day celebrations.  

 

        

                   

These pictures are from the 

Victoria Mills Neighbourhood 

Watch group in their VE day 

celebrations. A fantastic day 

filled with music and cheer. 

And beautiful weather to go 

with it.  

The residents also 

participated in the weekly 

clap for key workers, a video 

of which you can see here:  

https://youtu.be/aRi2CK3_

754 

 

Neighbourhood Watch History  

In 1982 the first UK scheme was set up in Mollington, Cheshire. Its success grew and in 1985, the first West 

Yorkshire Scheme was set up in Bradford. That one scheme in 1985 has now grown to an amazing 8000+ 

schemes across the whole of West Yorkshire.  

There have been many changes to Neighborhood Watch throughout the last 35 years, some changes have been 

easier than others, and there is still a lot of work and development for Neighborhood Watch looking to the 

future. Our next section looks at how our communities have changed in the last 35 years and how 

Neighborhood Watch has adapted to those changes.   

https://youtu.be/aRi2CK3_754
https://youtu.be/aRi2CK3_754
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A nice comparison of 

how West Yorkshire 

Police have adapted 

community policing 

over the last 35 

years. The 

introduction of 

PCSO’s in 2003 gave 

way to a new way of 

interacting with all 

sections of 

communities and 

helped to build trust.   

Our 1980’s PC dog 

handler looks like a 

constable taking his 

dog for a walk 

compared to the 

present day dog 

handler whose 

uniform has been 

upgraded to reflect 

the demands of the 

specialist role.   

Both Howard and Di 

have given so much 

to the communities 

of West Yorkshire 

both as Police 

Officers and since 

retiring and 

beginning their 

careers with   

Neighbourhood 

Watch, alongside 

Beverly Fox. Helping 

to support existing 

groups and 

recruiting new 

members.  

Police Sergeant Howard Buckley 

(retired Inspector), or how he is 

better known these days as the 

Bradford and Calderdale’s Force 

NHW Co-ordinator 

Police Constable Diane Winder, or how 

she is better known these days as the 

Leeds and Wakefield Force NHW Co-

ordinator.   
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I wonder how many of the Kippax Brass Band from the 1980’s summer fair parade are still on the Brass Band in 

this picture taken In January 2019. Let us know via your force Co-ordinator Di Winder if you made it onto both 

pictures.  

A lot has changed over the last 35 years in relation to the standard of personal 

safety and home security. ’Secured by Design’ (SBD) is a Police Organisation 

working alongside the Police Service in the UK, their aim is to achieve 

sustainable reductions in crime through design and other approaches to reduce 

demand on Police Forces and help people live in a far safer society. SBD was 

created in 1989 to combat the significant rise in burglary after the housing 

boom of the 1980’s. Since the introduction of SBD accredited products and 

design, property crime has reduced by 60%. 
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What’s next for Neighbourhood Watch in West Yorkshire?  

Neighbourhood Watch will always promote the core values of assisting the Police as the eyes and ears of the 

community, and helping to reduce the opportunity for crime to occur. But Neighbourhood Watch has moved in a 

direction of caring for neighbours and protecting the vulnerable.  

This has never been more apparent than in the last 4 months. During the pandemic and lock down period, we have 

seen many examples of how Neighbourhood Watch has evolved to stand up and make a difference within 

communities. This has been evidenced in the success of Neighbourhood Watch Week, with all the thank you 

messages, the photographs of people coming together, followed up with an influx of people wanting to join a 

scheme, or to set up a scheme of their own.  

The last 4 months has also shown us the callous nature of fraudsters who have preyed on the distressing situation of 

the pandemic. They have scared people into buying products and services believing they are going to help protect 

them from the virus. This has predominantly been carried out via online fraud tactics. 

This is why it is important that Neighbourhood Watch Schemes progress in their understanding of how fraud and 

cyber-crime work. Learning about the different frauds, the tactics fraudster’s use, the preventative measures and 

raising awareness are the biggest tools we have in combatting fraud. West Yorkshire Police work closely with 

WYFEAT and Friends against scams to promote education as well as crime prevention techniques to use and share.  

  

 

 

 

West Yorkshire Financial Exploitation and Abuse 

Team (WYFEAT) are a part of the West Yorkshire joint 

services.  

The Safer Project delivers FREE informal, interactive 

and engaging community workshops on a number of 

topics, including: Scams, fraud and door step crime. 

If you'd like to find out more about the SAFER Project 

then please call them on 0113 535 0242 or email 

safer@wyjs.org.uk 

 

Friends Against Scams is a National Trading Standards 

Scams Team initiative, which aims to protect and 

prevent people from becoming victims of scams by 

empowering people to take a stand against scams. 

Anybody can join Friends Against Scams and make a 

difference in their own way. Complete the online 

training and raise awareness throughout your 

community. Together we can create a scam free 

nation!   https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/  

 

mailto:safer@wyjs.org.uk
https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/training/friends-elearning
https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/training/friends-elearning
https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/
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And finally, a few words from our members……………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am delighted to offer my congratulations to 

West Yorkshire Neighbourhood watch 35th. 

Anniversary. 

Having been a Neighbourhood Watch Co-

ordinator for over 25years, I have recently had to 

“stand down” due to age related ill health but still 

retain my enthusiasm for its principles and 

opportunities to residents to help to look after 

their homes and properties etc. 

It gives neighbourhoods a feeling of comfort and 

wellbeing knowing that they are in a caring 

supportive community. It also prevents people 

feeling isolated in their own homes. 

It has been wonderful to witness in our cul-de-sac 

how neighbours have gone from rarely speaking 

to each other and almost being strangers to each 

other to becoming good friends and socialising 

together. Helping each other and keeping “an 

eye” on each other’s homes when they are away. 

   Keith Barber. 

 

Solidifies community & neighbourhood 

cohesion, as well as reassurance that 

people actually do care, not just about 

their own security but that of their 

neighbours too. In short, unity is strength. 

Angela King 

 

Neighbourhood Watch makes us ‘stronger 
together’. We have become proactive 
instead of inactive. Aware of crime & how 
to report it without being fearful. Enabled 
to help the Police with intelligence 
gathering so they know where to 
concentrate resources. Informed about 
how we can deter criminals & protect our 
property. Supportive of each other & our 
community 
 
Diane West 
 

I was inspired by all the efforts put in by 

Baildon's Neighbourhood Watch volunteer 

coordinator Maggie Town and I also 

thought it would be a good way to get to 

know the neighbours better. We have used 

our Whatsapp group for things beyond 

Neighbourhood Watch. 

Debbie Davies 

 

 

 

Debbie 

 

We came to Ilkley in 1986 and soon after 

that heard about the Neighbourhood Watch 

Scheme. 

I thought it was a very good idea, not only 

to help protect property but also to bring 

people together. We invited all the homes 

in our road also a few other close 

neighbours to come and chat and hear what 

we could do to help ourselves.   

It’s been such a good thing as we also made 

lifelong friends and still have our Meetings 

to learn the latest news. 

Sally Hammond 

 

It’s nice to hear what’s going on in the 

neighbourhood, but also nice to see how 

many people care about one another- 

it’s a bit like having a safety blanket if 

that makes sense.  

Nadine Jayne Carter 

 


