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Video Script- Body Worn Camera  

A new way of keeping you safe… 

Using the very latest technology…… 

Offering extra eyes and ears through innovation…. 

Body Worn Video Cameras are being introduced throughout West Yorkshire Police 

and will be worn by frontline officers across the county. 

They are a new way of keeping people safe using the latest technology. They act as 

an independent witness and help to improve the criminal justice system. 

Research has shown that the cameras lead to an increase in early guilty pleas and 

have seen a reduction in the need for victims, witnesses and officers to attend Court. 

When the cameras have been used, there is evidence that people’s behaviour has 

changed when they know they are being filmed and that incidents are sorted out 

more effectively, saving time, resources and money. 

They are just another innovation for the Force following the recent introduction of 
hand held devices, which now allow officers to work online and spend more time in 
their communities. 

The additional evidence that the body worn video offers, can allow prosecutions to 
go ahead without the need for the involvement of a victim. 

The film not only allows for a higher quality of evidence, but also provides us with a 
better understanding of it. 

This gives us an option to go ahead with some cases on the merit of the footage 
alone. 

This is a positive step forward, especially in terms of domestic abuse incidents and 
potentially other crimes, where the victim or witness may not want to go to Court. 

Technology is at the very heart of my Police and Crime Plan for West Yorkshire, 
which is why I have provided funding to support this work.  

Local communities have told me what is important in keeping them safe and feeling 
safe and these cameras play a vital role in achieving this.  



They will enable you to see how the police work and that they are doing things the 
right way. 

Security and privacy have been key to the introduction of the Body Worn Video 
cameras. 

The camera’s audio and visual functions ensure that policing standards are 
consistently and professionally delivered and it will help protect police officers too. 
The camera will provide protection for victims and witnesses alike, because it is often 
clear from the recording what is being said and what is happening. 

We are following what the law says we can do with this footage, as well as 
guidelines from both the Information Commissioner and Surveillance Commissioner 
in ensuring the right standards. 

Recordings will be held on secure West Yorkshire Police systems with clear 
processes in place for the retrieval, storage and disposal of recordings. 

We absolutely recognise the need for personal privacy and this has been carefully 
considered.  

The footage that is collected by officers on the ground is handled with sensitivity, 
from the moment it is recorded to the teams preparing it for Court. 

Cameras will be used to assist investigations, and will help to improve policing 
standards, along with our training. 

The use of technology is central to the future of policing and the body worn video 
cameras will help to protect our communities to a greater degree than has ever 
previously been possible. 

 
 
 


