
Please provide data on the number of times children aged 17 years old and younger were 
kept overnight in police custody in 2016. My definition of overnight is: between midnight and 
8am, where an individual has been held in custody for 4 or more hours during this time.  
 
Q1. How many children aged 17 years and under have spent one or more nights in police 
custody in 2016?  
 
Q2. Please break the figures in Q1 down by age (e.g. 17 years old – 105 children; 16 years 
old – 110 children; 15 years old – 74 children etc.)  
 
Q3. Please break the figures in Q1 down by gender (e.g. Male – 402 children; Female – 161 
children).  
 
Q4. Please break the figures in Q1 down by ethnicity (e.g. White British – 162 children; White 
European – 27 children; Black or Black British-African – children; Black or Black British-
Caribbean – 12 children; Chinese – 21 children etc.)  
 
Q5. In relation to Q1 please provide details of the longest period one child aged 17 years old 
or younger was held in police custody. 
 
52,855 people were arrested in 2016, of these arrests only 4,664 were under 18 years old. 
Please see the table below for the number of children detained overnight, from 1st January 
2016 to 31st December 2016. 
 

Number of Arrests 1,435 

 

Age Arrests 

10 5 

11 3 

12 11 

13 53 

14 150 

15 241 

16 451 

17 521 

 
 

Gender Arrests 

Male 1,209 

Female 226 

 
 

Self-defined Ethnicity Arrests 

W1. WHITE BRITISH 1,035 

W2. WHITE IRISH 12 

W9. ANY OTHER WHITE BACKGROUND 36 

A1. ASIAN - INDIAN 7 

A2. ASIAN - PAKISTANI 100 

A3. ASIAN - BANGLADESHI 3 

A9. ANY OTHER ASIAN BACKGROUND 14 



B1. BLACK CARIBBEAN 26 

B2. BLACK AFRICAN 16 

B9. ANY OTHER BLACK BACKGROUND 6 

M1. WHITE & BLACK CARIBBEAN 62 

M2. WHITE & BLACK AFRICAN 4 

M3. WHITE & ASIAN 15 

M9. ANY OTHER MIXED BACKGROUND 6 

O1. CHINESE 2 

O9. ANY OTHER ETHNIC GROUP 13 

NS. NOT STATED 78 

 
 
The longest period one under 18 was held in police custody was 2 days, 18 hours and 41 
minutes. This related to a 17 year old male who arrived in custody on a Friday and was 
remanded in custody to appear at court on the following Monday charged with Affray and 
Possession of an Offensive weapon. 
 
Please note the figures represent the number of arrests (not individuals) involving a child aged 
17 or under during the period and were in detention for 4 hours or more between midnight and 
8am, based on date detention authorised to date release. 
 
There are occasions where young persons are necessarily detained overnight due to the 
investigative requirement (i.e. there is a need to formally interview the detainee). In these 
circumstances cognisance must be taken of three critical issues; 
 
Firstly, the need for the detainee to be represented by an appropriate adult during an 
interview which provides protection in respect of rights, entitlements and welfare of the 
detainee. Secondly, there are times where an appropriate adult may not be available to 
attend for interview purposes and it is not appropriate to consider interviews under 
emergency procedures without them being present, and thirdly, The Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act (PACE) dictates rest periods being taken overnight, so if a detainee has been 
in custody for some time, there is a requirement that a rest period is provided if it is evident 
that a disposal decision cannot be taken in the immediacy. 
 
Officers are routinely encouraged to make use of alternatives to custody such as Voluntary 
Attendance and Community Resolutions when dealing with child suspects, this not only 
minimises the number of children brought into custody but also avoids children being 
criminalised from an early age. This ensures that we are not only dealing with criminality but 
we are working to divert children from following the wrong path. The use of schools based 
officers and resolution within the school arena is also a vital tool in diverting children from 
custody, here the officers can not only deal with issues within the school, but can work 
beyond the initial contact in order to alleviate any issues within the child’s home life in 
conjunction with external agencies.    
 
There are occasions where a young detainee has been charged and is detained to appear at 
the next available Court. In these circumstances the Police are required by law to seek 
secure accommodation post charge. Recently West Yorkshire Police has agreed a new 
Protocol with all five Local Authorities who now have access to PACE beds for juveniles. 
Whilst secure accommodation continues to be difficult to obtain, an issue which is seen on a 
national scale, we have been successful in obtaining secure beds for juveniles post charge.  
 
 


