
 
Please provide me with details of:  
 
a) The number of people arrested for stalking for the first time, and the number of times their victim had 
reported them to the police prior to the arrest. 
 
b) The total number of people arrested for stalking, by gender. 
 
c) The total number of people arrested for stalking, by previous arrests for stalking.  
 
Please provide me with data for the last three financial years, starting from 2017/18 and working 
backwards. 
 
Please see the table below showing the number of Stalking Arrests between April 2015 and March 2018. 
 

Year First Time 
Arrest 

Offences 

2015/16 14 15 

2016/17 31 37 

2017/18 51 68 

 
  

  Total Arrests 

Year Male Female 

2015/16 14 0 

2016/17 30 1 

2017/18 51 1 

   
  Total Arrests 

Year 0 Previous 1 Previous 

2015/16 14 0 

2016/17 31 0 

2017/18 51 1 

 
The above figures represent the number of arrests recorded during the period which: 
 - were classified as 8Q Stalking 
 
West Yorkshire Police consider the offence of stalking seriously and have been actively responding to 
the “Living in fear – the police and CPS response to harassment and stalking” document published in 
2017. 
 
Training has been provided for officers and control room staff who receive the initial call to better identify 
cases of stalking, hence the increase in offences. Positive action will be taken against perpetrators and 
in addition, the Crown Prosecution Service now must consider the offence of stalking for every 
harassment investigation that they have cause to review.  
 
In some cases a victim will make a report to the police and the perpetrator may be known and an arrest 
made. In other cases the perpetrator may not be known to the victim in which case further investigation 
will be required to make the identification and arrest. In some cases victims will report more than one 
offence at the same time or may report further offences during the period of investigation. The number of 
perpetrators are those arrested for the first time for stalking but may or may not have a history of other 
offences. We always try to intervene at the earliest opportunity and do what is in the best interests of the 
victim in each case. 
 
 


