
 
 
I am seeking up-to-date information about the proportion of police detentions/interviews of suspects in 
which the requirement for an  appropriate adult (as defined by the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 
1984  Codes of Practice, principally Code C paragraph 1.4) was recognised and  recorded by officers.  
 
I would be grateful if you could provide the following data for  your  force area, for the period of the year 
to March 2018, and limited to adult  (persons aged 18 or over) suspects only: 
 
 1. The total number of authorised detentions  
2. The total number of authorised detentions in which the need for an appropriate adult was  recorded  
3. The total number of voluntary interviews  
4. The total number of voluntary interviews in which the need for an AA was recorded 
 
By way of clarification, and to avoid the need for repetition, the data being requested is for the financial 
year (12 month period) from 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018, not the three months of the calendar 
year to 31st March 2018. 
 
Refined request following Section 12 refusal: 
 
In your advice you state: "We can provide the primary arrests and the number of those where an 
appropriate adult was recorded as being required on the custody risk assessment." 
 
Since this data relates to questions 1 and 2 in my request, I would be very grateful if you could provide it. 
 
Please see the table below showing the number of adults arrested (aged 18 or over) between 
01/04/2017 and 31/03/2018. 
 

Type Total Appropriate Adult 

Arrests 44120 1798 

 
Figures represent the number of primary arrests made, not individuals, during the period where the 
detainee was aged 18 or over at the time of the arrest 
Appropriate Adult figure represents the number of those records where the question "Is an appropriate 
adult required?" on the risk assessment is answered positively 
 
 
When detainees are booked into custody, they undergo a thorough risk assessment  which assists in 
identifying whether an adult needs the support of an appropriate adult during their time in custody. 
 
West Yorkshire Police have access to healthcare professionals to assist in both supporting and 
identifying vulnerable adults in custody and all our custody officers are trained in the area of vulnerability 
including complying with the recent changes to the definition included in the Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act 1984. 
 
 
 


