
 
How many reports of forced marriage did you receive over summer (from May-September) 2018? 
 
Following the campaign encouraging those at risk of forced marriage to hide metal spoons in their 
knickers if being taken abroad, how many young women were helped/picked up as a result of this over 
the same period? 
 
Across West Yorkshire, have you had any schools report pupil absences of students who were taken 
abroad and have not yet returned? If so how many? 
 
West Yorkshire Police can neither confirm nor deny that it holds the information you have requested as 
the duty in s1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of: 
  
Section 30(3) Investigations  
Section 31(3) Law Enforcement  
Section 40(5) Personal Information. 
 
However, this should not be taken as conclusive evidence that the information you have requested exists 
or does not exist. 
 
Please see appendix A for a full legislative explanation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix A 
 
 
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 creates a statutory right of access to information held by public 
authorities.  A public authority in receipt of a request must, if permitted, state under Section 1(a) of  the 
Act, whether it holds the requested information and, if held, then communicate that information  to the 
applicant under Section 1(b) of the Act.  
  
The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of exemptions 
which are designed to enable public authorities to withhold information that is unsuitable for release.   
Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public domain, that is, once access to  
information is granted to one person under the Act, it is then considered public information and must  be 
communicated to any individual should a request be received.  
  
DECISION  
  
This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.    
  
Section 17 of the Act provides:  
  
(1)  A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a  claim 
that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with Section 1(1),  give the 
applicant a notice which:-  
  
(a) states the fact,  
(b) specifies the exemption in question, and  
(c) states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies.  
  
REASONS FOR DECISION  
  
West Yorkshire Police can neither confirm nor deny that it holds the information you requested as the 
duty in s1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of: 
  
Section 30(3) Investigations  
Section 31(3) Law Enforcement 
Section 40(5) Personal Information 
 
Section 40 is a class based absolute exemption and there is no requirement to articulate the harm or 
consider the public interest findings as to whether neither confirming nor denying information is held is 
appropriate. 

Section 30 is a qualified and class based exemption and as such there is no requirement to provide 
evidence of harm, however there is a requirement to conduct a public interest public interest in 
confirmation or denial. 
 
Section 31 is prejudice based and qualified therefore the harm (prejudice) in confirming or denying is 
evidenced below and the public interest is considered.   

 
Harm in complying with Section 1 (1) (a) to confirm or not whether information is held 
Confirmation or denial to the world that any information for this window of time is held would undermine 
policing.  
 
To confirm or deny information is held in this case has the potential to undermine the flow of information 
(intelligence) received from members of the public into the Police Service and other outside agencies 
relating to forced marriages. This could lead to police officers having to be removed from their frontline 
duties in order to increase manpower relating to this subject matter. As resources are already stretched 
this would cause significant issues for the police service being able to effectively operate. 



 
 
Public interest considerations – Section 31 
 
Factors favouring complying with Section 1(1)(a) 
There is public interest in transparency and accountability where the police service is concerned as 
public taxes fund the Police and this obviously favours confirmation or denial. 
 
Factors against complying with Section 1(1)(a) 
Irrespective of what information is or isn’t held, the applicant is looking to ascertain forced marriage 
statistics for a very small window of time. Confirmation or denial to the world that any information is held 
would undermine policing. For instance if this request was sent nationally and each force confirmed or 
not whether information is held this would allow for criminals to geographically map activities, hence 
undermining policing. As a result of this mapping they could look to exploit vulnerable areas.  
 
Public interest considerations – Section 30 
 
Factors favouring complying with Section 1(1)(a) 
By confirming or denying that any other information relevant to the request exists would enable the 
public to obtain satisfaction that all investigations are conducted properly and that their public money is 
well spent. 
 
Factors against complying with Section 1(1)(a) 
By confirming or denying that any other information relevant to the request exists, would hinder the 
prevention or detection of crime, and undermine the partnership approach to law enforcement, which 
would subsequently affect the force’s future law enforcement capabilities. 
 
Balancing test 
There are points that highlight the merits of confirming or denying that information pertinent to this 
request exists around transparency and accountability.  
 
Nevertheless the Police Service relies heavily on members of the public providing information to assist in 
criminal investigations and has a duty to protect those individuals considered to be vulnerable. Anything 
which places that confidence at risk, no matter how generic, would undermine any trust or confidence 
individuals have in the Police Service. Additionally the effective delivery of operational law enforcement 
takes priority and is at the forefront of West Yorkshire Police to ensure the prevention and detection of 
crime is carried out and the effective apprehension or prosecution of offenders is maintained. There is a 
need to ensure our relationship with other law enforcement agencies runs smoothly and we do not 
increase criminal activities for particular areas. 
 
Therefore, at this moment in time, it is our opinion that for these issues the balance test supports the 
neither confirm nor deny approach. 
 
Please note that this should be not be taken as confirmation or denial that any information is held in 
respect of your request.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


