
 
1) How many times did your police officers discharge a Taser in drive stun mode at a person? 
 
2) How many times did your police officers discharge a Taser in angled drive stun mode at a person? 
 
3) How many times did your police officers fire a Taser at a person (i.e. so that the barbs are discharged 
at the subject)? 
 
4) If it is within the time/cost limit set out by the FOI Act, for questions 1, 2 and 3, could you tell me the 
age range (i.e youngest to oldest) of the people who police officers fired Tasers at? 
 
If you are unable to answer question 4 because it is not within the time/cost limit, please answer the 
other questions listed only. 
 
5) How many times did your police officers fire a Taser or discharge a Taser in drive stun mode or 
angled drive stun mode at an animal? 
 
6) For question 5, could you list the type of animals that police officers fired/discharged Tasers at? 
 
Please see the attached document.  
 
In August 2018 Police Officers were called to a report of a burglary ongoing at a domestic dwelling. 
Multiple suspects wearing masks and hoods were reported as having entered this location. On arrival a 
Police Officer entered the premises and then was attacked by 2 suspects wearing balaclava masks. The 
suspects who grabbed hold of the Officer attempted to remove a Police radio and body worn video 
camera. The Officer resorted to activating the emergency assistance button on the radio. Facing a 
serious risk of the violence the Officer managed to draw Taser and discharge this resulting in one 
suspect being detained and arrested. It was established that the violent person arrested was 14 years of 
age.  
In January 2017 Police Officers were called to a report of a domestic incident where a person was in 
possession of a knife and was making threats of violence. On arrival Officers faced a person armed with 
a knife stood outside of the property. Other family members were inside the address. A request was 
made by Officers to drop the knife which was ignored. Officers used Taser red dot which didn`t mitigate 
the threat posed. Taser was deployed by firing and the person was arrested for criminal offences and the 
knife recovered. It was established that the suspect with the knife was 16 years old.  
 
In common with all forces West Yorkshire Police initially introduced Taser as an additional less lethal 
option for use by authorised firearms officers. With the authority of the Home Secretary the use of Taser 
was broadened to Specially Trained Units, officers who undertake routine patrol duties in each of our 
territorial districts and have, as one of a number of options, Taser available to them. All of our Specially 
Trained Units are required to deploy with body worn video cameras whenever they are carrying Taser.  
 
The Force Chief Officer Team continue to monitor the use of Taser on a daily basis for firing and drive 
stuns and on a monthly basis in terms of overall use and trends. Additionally a Chief Inspector in every 
police area is responsible for reviewing every use of Taser by their staff.  
 
West Yorkshire Police have maintained strategic focus upon Taser and have continued to ensure that 
West Yorkshire Officers follow a Criteria for Use. This very much enhances its proportionate and 
legitimate application. We feel that this serves to protect the public and support officers who often find 
themselves in a position of making some very challenging decisions in difficult circumstances.  
 
As with any new policing tactic opportunities to enhance its use are always sought. All Taser trained 
officers have undertaken additional update and refresher training recently which has incorporated 
emphasis upon the criteria for use and learning from both local and national sources. An Assistant Chief 
Constable is responsible for Taser and collectively this systematic approach to the provision of detailed 
training, organisational learning, effective scrutiny around every single use of Taser and strategic 
oversight will give the public of West Yorkshire confidence that Taser is only used appropriately. 
 



Every time Taser is used the officers report this fact by completion of a national Use of Force reporting 
form. The West Yorkshire Police extracts data from each of these forms and retains this information. 
Since 1st April 2018 the data has formed part of an annual return of all Use of Force data to the Home 
Office. 
 
 
 
 



FOI-05415 Taser Use

For the years 2016, 2017 and the period 1st January 2018 to 1st November 2018, could you please tell me: 

1) How many times did your police officers discharge a Taser in drive stun mode at a person?
2) How many times did your police officers discharge a Taser in angled drive stun mode at a person?
3) How many times did your police officers fire a Taser at a person (i.e. so that the barbs are discharged at the subject)?
4) If it is within the time/cost limit set out by the FOI Act, for questions 1, 2 and 3, could you tell me the age range (i.e youngest to oldest) of the people who police officers fired Tasers at?
5) How many times did your police officers fire a Taser or discharge a Taser in drive stun mode or angled drive stun mode at an animal?
6) For question 5, could you list the type of animals that police officers fired/discharged Tasers at?

Figures provided are based on forms submitted by Officers each time Taser is used.
Figures for 2018 are based on January to October inclusive.
Ages given are based on where age is recorded.  There were 5 subject ages not recorded in 2017.  All other subject ages were recorded.
The animal (dog) that was subject of Taser use, is not included in the numbers given for 'Taser Uses' for Drive Stun Mode, Angled Drive Stun Mode, or Firing.

2016 2017 2018
Taser Uses - Drive Stun Mode 7 3 0
Taser Uses - Angled Drive Stun Mode 3 1 4
Taser Uses - Firing 68 52 66
Youngest Subject - Drive Stun Mode 22 27 -
Youngest Subject - Angled Drive Stun Mode 19 19 27
Youngest Subject - Firing 17 16 14
Oldest Subject - Drive Stun Mode 37 41 -
Oldest Subject - Angled Drive Stun Mode 33 19 33
Oldest Subject - Firing 59 62 52
Animals - Drive Stun, Angled Drive Stun, Firing 0 0 1
Animal type - Drive Stun, Angled Drive Stun, Firing - - Dog (firing)
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