
 
• How many incidents of Adolescent to Parent Violence and/or Abuse (APVA) were recorded by your 
police force?  
• How many of these incidents led to a formal caution of the adolescent? 
• How many of these incidents led to a criminal prosecution of the adolescent? 
• What was the age of the youngest offender involved in an incident of Adolescent to Parent Violence 
and/or Abuse (APVA)? 
 
Please see the table below showing violence against the person or arson and criminal damage, crimes 
where the offender is aged 13 to 19 and the victim was the parent of the offender, 01/01/2014 to 
31/12/2018. 
 
Year Crimes Charge/Summons Caution 
2014 419 89 141 
2015 679 118 85 
2016 858 81 60 
2017 1043 89 42 
2018 1249 49 17 

 
 
Notes    
Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the periods which:    
 - were not subsequently cancelled    
 - were classified as Violence against the Person or Arson and Criminal Damage    
 - had the Relationship to offender recorded as "Parent of Offender"    
 - had a suspect/offender linked aged 13 to 19 at the date the offence was committed (earliest date) 
   
Charge/summons figures represent the number of those crimes recorded which resulted in a 
charge/summons outcome    
Caution figures represent the number of those crimes recorded which resulted in a caution outcome 
   
These figures may be subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancelling and will therefore 
change over time    
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime  
 
 
Safeguarding and protecting the vulnerable is a key priority for West Yorkshire Police.   
Whilst there is currently no legal definition of adolescent to parent violence and abuse (APVA,) it is 
increasingly recognised as a form of domestic abuse and, depending on the age of the child, it may fall 
under the definition of domestic abuse.   
 
West Yorkshire Police adopt the cross-Government definition of domestic abuse which is; 
 
“any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse 
between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of 
gender or sexuality. This can encompass, but is not limited to psychological, physical, sexual, financial 
and emotional abuse”   Whilst this definition applies to those aged 16 or above, APVA can equally 
involve children under the age of 16. 
 
The data provided represents the number of crimes recorded during the requested period which: 
 
·         were classified as Violence against the Person or Arson and Criminal Damage, 
 
·         had the relationship to the offender recorded as "Parent of Offender" and 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime


·         had a suspect/offender linked aged 13 to 19 at the date the offence was committed (earliest date.) 
 
West Yorkshire Police must effectively safeguard victims of domestic abuse and ensure that police 
officers and police staff understand risk factors, assess the full circumstances and document the 
rationale for any decisions they make. The Force has officers within dedicated Safeguarding Units who 
will investigate such crimes that are brought to our attention.  Officers take positive action at all stages of 
the police response to protect victims and children and will work with partner agencies to ensure that 
specialist support is offered.  In consultation with the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), the force 
explore all avenues of investigation and evidence gathering to build a case and enable informed decision 
making. 
   
 
 


