
 
These are warrants issued by the courts for failing to appear at court. These can be warrants for arrest 
without bail or warrants where the subject will be issued with a bail notice giving him a new court date. I 
would term these as FTA warrants. 
 
1. How many outstanding warrants for arrest are there currently? 
2. Please provide a breakdown of the offences the warrants are for, together with the number of 
outstanding warrants for each offence? 
3. For each offence where there are outstanding warrants, please include how many warrants have been 
outstanding for more than one year. 
 
Please see the attached document 
 
4. How old is the longest currently outstanding warrant? 
 
The oldest warrant was issued in 1980. 
 
The warrant was electronically created on our internal Warrant Management System (now 
decommissioned) in 2004. Between 2004 and the present date we have records showing a continuous 
effort to find the defendant. This is a Crown Court warrant and it is highly unlikely that the warrant would 
be withdrawn unless it can be proved that the defendant is deceased. 
 
Warrants are issued by the courts to West Yorkshire Police to execute and are individuals wanted by the 
courts. Be On Look Outs (BOLO’s) are for suspects, or individuals who have failed to answer bail and 
are who West Yorkshire Police would like to talk to or find. 
 
In 2012 the LASPO Act was introduced. This act changed the way the police could remand offenders 
who had previous records for failing to attend court. Prior to the LASPO Act those offenders who had 
‘failed to appear’ notifications on their records were more likely to be remanded to the next available 
court.  The changes within this Act now means that only those offenders who have a high likelihood of a 
prison sentence being passed by the court can be remanded to court.  This change has resulted in an 
increase in the number of persons failing to appear at court and the subsequent number of warrants 
issued. 
 
West Yorkshire police is committed to tracing and locating offenders wanted on warrant. 
 
 
 
 



FTA Live warrants, 17/12/2018

Notes
Figures represent the number of warrants outstanding as at 17/12/2018
Fail to appear warrants arise as a result of;
 - a charge under section 6 of the Bail Act (warrants issued under Section 7 Bail Act 1976)
 - a summons (warrants issued under Section 13 Magistrates' Courts Act 1980)
 - non-appearance at a Crown Court ('bench warrant')
 - breach hearings under Section 7 Bail Act 1976 or Section 13 Magistrates' Courts Act 1980)
 - warrants issued under Section 1 Magistrates' Courts Act 1980, (first instance)
Warrants classed as 'over one year' are warrants received before 17/12/2017 and still outstanding

Offence Category FTA Warrants Over one year
Aggravated burglary dwelling 1 1
Aggravated vehicle taking 5 5
Burglary dwelling 18 7
Burglary other 18 6
Criminal damage 45 13
Disorder - other 15 11
Disorder - serious 8 8
Domestic 76 29
Drugs possession class A 20 9
Drugs possession with intent to supply class A 32 19
Drugs possession 61 27
Drugs trafficking 5 4
Drunk & disorderly 11 8
Fraud & forgery 73 57
Go equipped for stealing 10 8
Handling stolen goods 12 6
Hate 22 5
Homicide 3 3
Obtain prop by deception 2 2
Other - violence/person 79 27
Other crime 205 102



Other non crime 93 58
Other theft 305 199
Producing class A drugs 1 1
Robbery 18 9
Section 18 wounding 11 11
Section 20 wounding 6 4
Section 47 assault 12 8
Sexual offence 49 38
Theft from vehicle 3 0
Theft of vehicle 6 3
Traffic general 383 273
Traffic OPL 92 62
Total 1700 1023
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