
 
1. How many investigations has your department carried out into offences committed abroad under 
Section 72 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 since the act was introduced? 
a. As per question one, in what country did the offence take place? 
 
There have been 80 investigations carried out, please see the list below showing the countries in which 
these offences took place;  
AMERICA, AUSTRALIA, GERMANY, PORTUGAL, FRANCE, IRELAND, SPAIN, PAKISTAN, TURKEY, 
ITALY, AMERICA, INDIA, CANARY ISLANDS, GREECE, LIBYA, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, BELIZE, 
CANADA, FINLAND, GAMBIA, IRAN, JAMAICA, MALAWI, NETHERLANDS, POLAND, SOMALIA, 
SOUTH AFRICA, SWITZERLAND. 
 
2. As per question one, how many investigations has your department referred to the Crown Prosecution 
Service? 
a. As per question two, in what country did the offence take place? 
 
3. How many convictions has your department secured for offences committed abroad under Section 72 
of the Sexual Offences Act 2003? 
a.As per question three, in what country did the offence take place? 
 
Please see the table below showing outcomes for sexual offences against under 18s, committed abroad, 
from 01/05/2004 to 31/12/2018. 
 

Outcome 
 Yes No On going 
Referred to CPS 13 67 N/A 
Charged 6 62 12 

Convicted 1 5 N/A 

 
 
 
Notes      
Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which: 
 - were not subsequently cancelled      
 - were classified as an offence included in Schedule 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (Sexual   
offences to which section 72 applies)      
 - involved a victim aged under 18 at the date the offence was committed (earliest date)                
  - were committed abroad and investigated by West Yorkshire Police    
The Sexual Offences Act 2003 commenced 01/05/2004, therefore crimes recorded prior to this are 
excluded      
 - offences may have been committed prior to the Act commencing    
'Offence referred to CPS' - records have been manually checked to identify if the crime makes note to 
advice being sought from CPS at any point during the investigation    
'Charged' represents offences charged as at 09/01/2018, records were then checked to identify if the 
offender was convicted at court      
These figures may be subject to further reclassification and cancelling and will therefore change over 
time      
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime     
  
      
Crimes relating to sexual abuse are taken very seriously by West Yorkshire Police. Specially trained 
officers are responsible for the investigation of these offences and are situated within both 
District Safeguarding Units and Protective Services (Crime), a specialist department which deals with 
complex investigations. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime


  
All investigations involving victims of sexual abuse, regardless of the age of the person responsible, are 
dealt within a multi-agency setting, involving our statutory safeguarding partners. This approach allows 
not only for an effective investigation but ensures appropriate safeguarding measures are considered for 
any person deemed to be at risk. 
 
West Yorkshire Police strives to treat all victims equally, ensuring that they receive the best possible 
care from all officers and staff.  All victims are offered appropriate specialist after care support services 
to ensure they receive support throughout the criminal justice process. 
 
 
 
 


