
You requested the following information:  
 
1. How many missing person reports do you receive, on average, either weekly, monthly or yearly 
(whichever record is the easiest for you to retrieve?) 
 
2. How many unresolved missing person cases do you have on your database? 
(This could be that a body has not yet been retrieved, or the person has not been located.) 
 
3. How many missing person cases have you had that have resulted in the individual becoming the 
victim of a murder/homicide? (This could be of any time period which is the most convenient for you to 
retrieve. Further, this can include missing person cases ending in murder which have been solved or 
not). 
 
Please see the table below showing Missing persons / unresolved logs / murder/homicide investigations, 
01/01/2017-31/12/2018. 
 

 2017 2018 

Missing occurrences 21659 18961 

Unresolved missing occurrences 6 22 

Missing person - victim of 
homicide 0 0 

 
Figures represent the number of missing occurrences created during the period 
 - occurrences involving multiple missing persons will count multiple times 
 - figures include high risk, medium risk, low risk and no apparent risk missing occurrences 
 - all figures relate to occurrences where the date missing was within the two year period 2017 and 2018 
 - all figures are as of 01/02/2019 
 - missing persons who are victim of a murder or homicide - this is dependent on the Misper being linked 
to the occurrence as "deceased" or "injured - fatal", and that person matching with victim names on 
Homicide Investigations 
The definition of ‘Missing’ is currently; 
 
‘Anyone whose whereabouts cannot be established will be considered as missing until located, and their 
well-being or otherwise confirmed.’ 
 
This is a broader definition than previous definitions and a number of cases which would have been 
treated as an ‘Absent’ case or a ‘Truancy’ case in the past now move more quickly to being formalised 
as a missing person enquiry. 
 
The police along with other agencies have put greater focus on missing people in recent years as it is 
increasingly recognized that it can be a sign of other risks and problems in a person’s life. In order to try 
to reduce the risks to young people in particular, considerable work has been done with partners to 
ensure that Missing Incidents are treated as a priority.  
 
The protection of young and vulnerable people is a priority and West Yorkshire has focused heavily on 
developing effective partnerships around Children at risk of CSE and children who regularly go missing. 
A number of third party organisations such as Barnados are also closely linked with these partnerships. 
 
A key piece of work ongoing is the development of improved partnership working to prevent young 
people from going missing and going missing multiple times. Ensuring that Police Prevention interviews 
are followed up by a quality independent return interview is key along with measures being put in place 
to the support the young person where problems and risks have been identified.  
 
Additionally, some Police officers work in children’s homes’ full time to deliver a scheme called ‘Positive 
Pathways’ and ensure there is good support to all the Care Homes from the police. 
 
 


