
 
Please can you provide for each of the years 2016, 2017 and 2018, the following 
 
The number of people identified as having committed crimes under the category 'violence against the 
person' in your force area - please breakdown by the crime name.     
The number of people identified as having committed crimes under the category 'drug offences' in your 
force area - please breakdown by the crime name.     
 
Please see the attached document.  
 
The number of people identified as having committed crimes under the category 'violence against the 
person' in your force area who live in London - please breakdown by the crime name.   
The number of people identified as having committed crimes under the category 'drug offences' in your 
force area who live in London - please breakdown by the crime name.  
 
West Yorkshire Police can neither confirm nor deny whether information is held as the duty in Section1 
(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of the following exemptions; 
 
Section 23(5) Information supplied by or concerning, certain Security Bodies 
Section 24(2) National Security 
Section 30(3) Investigations and proceedings conducted by a public authority   
Section 31(3) Law Enforcement 
 
However, this should not be taken as conclusive evidence that the information you have requested exists 
or does not exist. 
  
Please see Appendix A for the full legislative explanation. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix A 
  
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 creates a statutory right of access to information held by public 
Authorities. A public authority in receipt of a request must, if permitted, state under Section 1(a) of the 
Act, whether it holds the requested information. If held then this information will be communicated to the 
applicant under Section 1(b) of the Act.  
  
The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of exemptions. 
Which are designed to enable public authorities to withhold information that is unsuitable for release. 
   
Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public domain, that is, once access to  
information is granted to one person under the Act, it is then considered public information and must  be 
communicated to any individual should a request be received.  
  
DECISION  
  
This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.    
  
Section 17 of the Act provides:  
  
(1)  A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a claim 
that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with Section 1(1), given to the 
applicant a notice which:-  
  
(a) States the fact,  
(b) Specifies the exemption in question, and  
(c) States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies.  
  
REASONS FOR DECISION  

West Yorkshire Police can neither confirm nor deny that any information is held as the duty in Section 
1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of the following exemption(s):  
 
Section 23(5) Information supplied by or concerning, certain Security Bodies 
Section 24(2) National Security 
Section 30(3) Investigations and proceedings conducted by a public authority  
Section 31(3) Law Enforcement 

Section 23 Security bodies this is an absolute class-based exemption and therefore there is no 
requirement to conduct a harm or public interest test 

Section 24 is a qualified and prejudice based exemption and as such there is a requirement to provide 
evidence of harm in confirming or denying any information is held and conduct a public interest public 
interest in confirmation or denial 

Section 30 Investigations and proceedings conducted by a public authority - is a qualified and class 
based exemption and as such there is no requirement to provide evidence of harm, however there is a 
requirement to conduct a public interest public interest in confirmation or denial 

Section 31 Law Enforcement - is a qualified and prejudice based exemption and as such there is a 
requirement to provide evidence of harm in confirming or denying any information is held and conduct a 
public interest public interest in confirmation or denial 

Harm 

Although every effort should be made to release information under the Freedom of Information Act, to 
confirm or deny whether information is or isn’t held relating to the monitoring of county lines at a force 



level could not only undermine ongoing investigations, but also the National Security.  

Whilst there is a public interest in the transparency of policing, providing assurance that the Police 
Service is appropriately and effectively engaging with the threat from criminals, this should be countered 
against the need to protect vulnerable areas, and ongoing Policing operational activity.  

The security of the country is of paramount importance and West Yorkshire Police will not divulge 
whether information is or is not held if to do so would undermine national security. Whilst there is a public 
interest in the transparency of policing operations and providing assurance that the Police Service is 
appropriately and effectively engaging with the threat posed by offenders involved in county lines activity, 
there is a very strong public interest in safeguarding both national security and the integrity of police 
investigations and operations in the highly sensitive areas of which they work.  

Confirming or denying whether any information is held relevant to the request would show where policing 
interest has or has not occurred in any specific area which would enable those engaged in criminal 
activity to identify the focus of policing targets and identify vulnerable parts of the UK.   

Factors favouring confirmation or denial Section 24  

Confirmation or denial that any information exists relevant to the request would lead to a better informed 
public. The public are entitled to know how public funds are spent especially with regards to 
safeguarding National Security.  

Factors against confirmation or denial Section 24  

Other organisations outside the Police Service may, or may not, have an active interest in the subject of 
the question above.  By confirming or denying that any information exists relevant to the request would 
harm the close relationship that exists between West Yorkshire Police and other organisations. To 
confirm or deny whether the force hold any information relevant to the request would allow inferences to 
be made about the nature and extent of national security related activities which may or may not take 
place in a given area. This would enable criminal groups to take steps to counter intelligence, and as 
such, confirmation or denial would be damaging to National Security. 

By confirming or denying any policing arrangements of this nature would render national security 
measures less effective. This would lead to the compromise of ongoing or future operations to protect 
the security or infrastructure of the UK and increase the risk of harm to the public. 

Factors favouring confirmation or denial Section 30 

To confirm or deny that any information is or isn’t held would adhere to the basic principle of being open 
and transparent which in turn would allow for a more accurate public debate. 

Factors against confirmation or denial Section 30 

By confirming or deny that West Yorkshire Police hold any information would disclose what facts may or 
may not exist in relation to criminal investigations. If to confirm or deny whether this information exists 
would harm any investigation, by denying justice to those involved or jeopardising such investigations 
from reaching a satisfactory conclusion, then it would not be in the public interest to do so. To confirm or 
deny could allow any potential offender to evade detection, putting the public at increased risk and 
discouraging them from providing intelligence in order to assist with investigations. 

Factors favouring confirmation or denial Section 31 

Confirming or denying whether any information is held would allow the public to see where public funds 
have been spent and allow the Police service to appear more open and transparent. 

 



Factors against confirmation or denial Section 31 

To confirm or deny that law enforcement holds this information could compromise law enforcement 
tactics which would hinder West Yorkshire Police’s ability to prevent and detect crimes. Vulnerable areas 
could be identified by force level disclosure leading to more criminal activity placing the public in harm’s 
way. If information is released confirming or denying that requests have been made this may impact 
police resources as vulnerable forces may need to increase their resources to reassure the public and 
protect the surrounding community. 

Balancing Test 

The security of the country is of paramount importance and the Police Service will never divulge whether 
or not any further information is held if to do so would place the safety of individual(s) at risk or 
undermine National Security. 

Whilst there is a public interest in appropriately and effectively engaging with the threat from criminals, 
there is a very strong public interest in safeguarding National Security.  As much as there is a public 
interest in knowing that policing activity is appropriate and balanced in matters of National Security, this 
will only be overridden in exceptional circumstances. 

The public entrust the Police Service to make appropriate decisions with regard to their safety and 
protection and the only way of reducing risk is to be cautious with any information that is released.  
Confirming or denying whether any further information is or is not held in relation to police resourcing 
during state visits would definitely reveal policing activity and would assist those intent on causing harm.  
Any incident that results from confirmation or denial would, by default, affect National Security.  The 
balance test therefore lies in neither confirming nor denying that any additional information is held. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



People linked to Violence against the Person and Drug offences, 01/01/2016 to 31/12/2018

2016 2017 2018

Violence against the person
Total 

offenders
Total 

offenders
Total 

offenders
1 - Murder 29 38 29
2 - Attempted murder 21 29 20
3A - Conspiracy to murder 4 1 1
3B - Threats to kill 329 446 324
4.1 - Manslaughter 7 6 5
4.4 - Causing death or serious injury by dangerous driving 30 23 15
4.7 - Cause or allow death or serious physical harm to child or vulnerable person 1 0 4
4.8 - Causing death by careless or inconsiderate driving 5 4 4
4.9 - Causing death or serious injury by driving: unlicensed, disqualified or uninsured drivers 0 1 4
5D - Assault with intent to cause serious harm 445 579 377
5E - Endangering life 31 15 16
8L - Harassment 1095 1129 882
8M - Racially or religiously aggravated harassment 46 32 20
8N - Assault with injury 4458 4083 2932
8P - Racially or religiously aggravated assault with injury 62 36 44
8Q - Stalking 26 88 86
8R - Malicious communications 374 525 369
8S - Assault with injury on a constable 6 245 330
11A - Cruelty to children/young persons 154 94 83
13 - Child abduction 5 9 10
36 - Kidnapping 44 54 41
37.1 - Causing death by aggravated vehicle taking 5 1 4
104 - Assault without injury on a constable 713 784 890
105A - Assault without injury 3130 3218 2396
105B - Racially or religiously aggravated assault without injury 96 112 82
106 - Modern slavery 23 11 8

2016 2017 2018

Drug Offences
Total 

offenders
Total 

offenders
Total 

offenders
92A - Trafficking in controlled drugs 1303 1104 558
92E - Possession of controlled drugs (Cannabis) 1886 1743 1937
92D - Possession of controlled drugs (excluding Cannabis) 653 729 607
92C - Other drug offences 10 7 3

Notes
Figures represent the number of people linked to crimes during the period which:
 - were not subsequently cancelled
 - were classified as Violence against the person or Drugs offence
 - were linked with a positive outcome (e.g. Charged, Detected, PND, Caution, Community Resolution) - i.e. where it is clear they committed the offence
One person may be linked to multiple crimes
These figures may be subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancelling and will therefore change over time
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime
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