
 
1. How many offences of Engaging in Sexual Communication with a Child have been recorded by your 
force? Please break this down into 2017 and 2018. 
 
2. How many offences of child grooming have been recorded by your force? (Sections 14 & 15 of the 
Sexual Offences Act 2003).  Please break this down into 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 
 
3. If possible, please could you provide details of the method used in the above recorded offences by 
doing a keyword search for the following terms: 
-‘Instagram’ 
-‘Snapchat’ 
-‘Facebook’ 
-‘Whatsapp’ 
-‘Skype’ 
-‘Twitter’ 
-‘Grindr’ 
-‘KIK’ 
-‘ooVoo’ 
-‘Text’ / ‘Text message’ 
 
 
Please see the attached document.  
 
Please note that the location for this type of offence is not usually a specific one, as generally 'grooming' 
offences occur over a period of time and at various locations. The limitations of available data was 
highlighted within the CEOP [2011] report 'Out of Mind Out of Sight' and the accurate profiling of 
'localised grooming' of children is the subject of ongoing work at a national level by the Children's 
Commissioner. Examination of arrests and convictions for the criminal offence of sexual grooming is of 
limited value when looking at this area of child safeguarding and should be approached with some 
caution.  
 
Section 15 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 provides the criminal offence of sexual grooming which is 
more specific in nature than the generalised term 'localised grooming'. A key evidential element of the 
S.15 offence rests in establishing that the offender groomed the child (i.e. met or communicated on at 
least two occasions) and then met or travelled to meet, with the specific intention of committing a 
relevant sexual offence. Incidents of this nature invariably come to the attention of the police, and are 
recorded, after the commission of the sexual offence and consequently, it is the substantive sexual 
offence that will usually form the basis of the charge, rather than the offence of 'sexual grooming'. The 
consequence of this is that this S.15 legislation is used relatively infrequently as the basis for a criminal 
prosecution.  
 
West Yorkshire Police remain committed to the effective investigation of all sexual offences committed 
against children and work with a range of agencies involved in child safeguarding to ensure children and 
families are safeguarded and offenders are brought to justice. 
 
 
 
 



Sexual Grooming and Engaging in Sexual Communication with Child, 01/01/2014 to 31/10/2018

Sexual communication Sexual grooming
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Instagram 0 0 0 7 14 0 2 3 1 1
Snapchat 0 0 0 7 17 0 3 3 8 2
Facebook 0 0 1 22 14 14 13 16 16 11
Whatsapp 0 0 0 1 5 0 1 0 1 0
Skype 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0
Twitter 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Grindr 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 3
KIK 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0
ooVoo 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
Text/Text message 0 0 0 2 6 4 7 10 6 9
Total 0 0 1 91 168 32 37 61 75 66

Notes
Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which;
 - were not subsequently cancelled
 - were classified as:
        088/01 - Sexual grooming
        088/02 - Sexual grooming
        071/17 - Engage in sexual communication with a child
The crime notes have been searched to determine if the on line text is present
The online text is included in the figures regardless of the context of the text
An offence may include multiple references to on line keywords, these are counted in each keyword category
The total represents the total crimes of each crime type recorded in the period
Figures are subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancellation, and may therefore change over time
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime
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