
 
1. For 2018,  
a. how many people were detained  under sec 136 of the Mental Health Act 1983 
b. how many people were detained under sec 136 of the Mental Health Act 1983 for longer than 36 
hours 
c. how many Under 18s were detained  under sec 136 of the Mental Health Act 1983 
d. the age of the youngest person detained under sec 126 of the Mental Health Act 1983 
 
2. Same or 2017 
3. Same For 2016 
 
Please see the table below showing Section 136 Mental Health Occurrences, 01/01/2016 to 31/12/2018. 
 

  2016 2017 2018 

Total detainees 1120 1163 1231 

 - in custody 91 39 3 

 - in custody >36 hours 1 0 0 

Under 18s 60 62 89 

 - in custody 3 1 0 

 - in custody >36 hours 0 0 0 

    
Youngest person 
detained 13 10 10 

  
Figures represent the number of S136 Mental Health occurrences during the period which: 
 - were in a police station, or 
 - were taken to another location (place of safety, home etc) identified as 'Other' 
Only those occurences that occurred at a police station have a time detained 
The number of detentions made under s136 of the Mental Health Act have remained comparable, 
although there is an increasing trend which is marginally higher in 2018 than the preceding 2 years.  
 
The police are well supported by partners who are best placed to provide the care required and we will 
always seek to attend at a suitable hospital location directly as opposed to using Police custody suite 
which we try to avoid in all cases, which is evidenced by only 3 people being held in Police custody out 
of the 1231 detentions. We also have medical practitioners based in our control rooms who can access 
relevant case records to explore history and details of each individual’s condition so we can understand 
how best to care for them at the time of initial contact with the individual in need. 
 
The number of children detained has remained low when compared to the overall numbers arrested 
under this power. 
 
Only one person arrested under s136 of the Mental Health Act has remained in custody in excess of 36 
hours which was during 2016 and has not been observed since that year, which is down to the 
professional relationships West Yorkshire Police have with partners and our willingness to challenge 
when the service they provide falls below the expected standard. 
 
 
 
 
 


