
 
 
Our ref: 001039/19 
 
Please can you provide the annual count for your Constabulary of arrests, charges, number of assailants  
released on bail or released without charge, and successful and non-successful prosecutions (those that  
went to Court but were dismissed) under Section 127 of the Communications Act 2003 from its  
introduction in 2003 to date - specifically with reference to social media communications, i.e. Facebook,  
Twitter, etc. 
If 2018 information is not yet fully available, please identify what is currently available and provide as  
much as possible if you could. 
 
I would like to amend this FOI in order to keep it  
within your time limits, and to enable it to be easier for you to work with. 
If you use the Home Office Counting Rules, please use 8/72: ‘Sending letters etc with intent to cause  
anxiety.’ Again, I would like the number of arrests and charges per annum from 2003 to date. I  
understand that this may not have been a notifiable crime prior to 2015, but I would still like the  
number of arrests and numbers in custody prior to this time, categorised under this 8/72 counting rule;  
as well as the crime count for 2015 to date (as well as arrest and charge count – just to clarify). 
 
Please see the table below showing arrests for sending letters etc., with intent to cause anxiety, 
13/04/2015 to 31/12/2018. 
 

Year Arrests Charged 
2015 129 58 
2016 254 75 
2017 402 105 
2018 470 85 

 
 
Notes    
Figures represent the number of arrests made (not individuals) during the period where;   
 - the detainee was arrested for one or more offences of "8/72 Sending letters etc. with intent to cause 
anxiety"     
Note that this offence did not commence until 13/04/2015    
charged figures represent the number of those arrests which resulted in one or more charges relating to 
the offence   
Detainees may be arrested for under offences which result in other outcomes    
     
   
 
 
 
 


