
 
 
 
Our ref: 1242/19 
 
I would like to know how many children (under 18 years old) have spent a night in police custody in 
Leeds police districts in each of the last five years? Overnight being defined as including times between 
11pm and 5am. 
I would like the numbers to be broken annually from 2013 - 2018 and by district - Leeds East, Leeds 
City, Leeds North East, Leeds North West, Leeds South and Leeds West. 
How young was the youngest child held overnight in these districts and for what offence? 
What is the maximum number of times one child has been held in police custody overnight, how old 
were they and for what offence? 
 
Please see the attached document. 
 
There are occasions where young persons are necessarily detained overnight due to the investigative 
requirement (i.e. there is a need to formally interview the detainee). In these circumstances cognisance 
must be taken of three critical issues; 
 
Firstly, the need for the detainee to be represented by an appropriate adult during an interview which 
provides protection in respect of rights, entitlements and welfare of the detainee. Secondly, there are 
times where an appropriate adult may not be available to attend for interview purposes and it is not 
appropriate to consider interviews under emergency procedures without them being present, and thirdly, 
The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) dictates that there is a requirement that a rest period is 
provided if it is evident that a disposal decision cannot be taken in the immediacy. 
 
Officers are routinely encouraged to make use of alternatives to custody such as Voluntary Attendance 
and Community Resolutions when dealing with child suspects, this not only minimises the number of 
children brought into custody but also avoids children being criminalised from an early age. This ensures 
that we are not only dealing with criminality but we are working to divert children from following the 
wrong path. The use of schools based officers and resolution within the school arena is also a vital tool 
in diverting children from custody, here the officers can not only deal with issues within the school, but 
can work beyond the initial contact in order to alleviate any issues within the child’s home life in 
conjunction with external agencies.    
 
There are occasions where a young detainee has been charged and is detained to appear at the next 
available Court. In these circumstances the Police are required by law to seek secure accommodation 
post charge. West Yorkshire Police has a Protocol with all five Local Authorities who now have access to 
PACE beds for juveniles. Whilst secure accommodation continues to be difficult to obtain, an issue which 
is seen on a national scale, we have been successful in obtaining secure beds for juveniles post charge 
 
 



Children detained in custody overnight in Leeds, 01/01/2014 to 31/12/2018

Arrest location NPT 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Leeds City NPT 73 59 66 39 38
Leeds East NPT 133 109 87 92 98
Leeds North East NPT 92 63 54 32 42
Leeds North West NPT 88 44 49 43 39
Leeds South NPT 173 130 113 75 58
Leeds West NPT 196 162 102 98 89
Leeds district - NPT not recorded 24 31 28 25 28
Not recorded 2 8 4 4 5

Age of youngest detainee 11 12 10 11 12
 - arrest reason Breach of the Peace S.39 Assault Criminal Damage S.18 Wounding Burglary Other

Notes
Figures represent the number of arrests made (not individuals) during the period where: 
 - the detainee was aged 17 or under at the time of arrest
 - the child was detained in Police custody for 4 hours or more between midnight and 8am
Arrest location shows the Leeds NPT location if recorded, however detainees may be arrested in other districts and processed at Leeds custody suites
Youngest child detained overnight each year has been shown, along with their primary reason for arrest
Arrest reason represents the primary reason for arrest, other offences may also be linked

Maximum number of detentions in the period
During the period there was one child detained 26 times.
 - the child was aged 13 at the time of their first detention and age 16 the last time during the period
They were arrested for the following arrest reasons (other offences may also be linked):

Arrest reason Arrests
Burglary Dwelling 2
Criminal Damage 1
Disorder - Other 1
Drugs Possess Class B 1
Other Theft 5
Other Violence Against Person 1
Robbery 1
Other Crime 5
Other Non-Crime 9
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