
 
 
 
Our ref: 1639/19 
 
I would like to request information on recorded rapes for the West Yorkshire region for the calendar 
years 2013-2018, as per the counting rules if possible, such as victim withdrawal, not enough evidence, 
not in public interest etc. 
 
Please see the attached document. 
 
Cases where a caution is appropriate could include the commission of sexual offences between 
consenting young people (typically in a teenage relationship) where one or both have not yet achieved 
the age of consent. The consequence of a conviction in these circumstances is likely to be 
disproportionate to the offence and as such a caution provides an appropriate means of resolving the 
situation. The Crown Prosecution Service are routinely involved, at an early stage, in considering the 
more complex/difficult cases and, in those case of offenders who themselves are children; the opinion of 
specialists within the Youth Offending Service is also sought. 
 
West Yorkshire Police is committed to protecting vulnerable people within our communities.  Over the 
last 5 years the Force has worked hard to ensure that all sexual offending against all victims is 
accurately recorded and thoroughly investigated by specialist staff. Over the last 3 years there has been 
an increase in sexual offences recorded, some of which will be as a result of improved crime recording 
but also due to recent, well publicised national cases which have given victims the confidence to report 
crimes knowing that their reports will be taken seriously regardless of when the offence occurred. 
 
The data provided represents the number of crimes classified as rape that were recorded during the 
period requested.  The crime outcome figures are accurate as of 21/03/2019, therefore are subject to 
further investigation, re-classification and cancellation so will change over time.  All reports of rape are 
thoroughly investigated by specialist staff.  These are often complex investigations which take a 
considerable amount of time to investigate.  There has been an increase in digital evidence which needs 
to be reviewed, as well as any third party material relevant to the investigation, for example counselling 
and medical records.  The figures provided show a rapid increase in recorded rapes, however overall 
17.6% of these are still under investigation. For 2018, 42.6% of recorded rapes are still being 
investigated.   This will account for the fewer cases that have been charged at the time the data was 
produced. 
 
West Yorkshire Police strives to treat all victims equally, ensuring that they receive the best possible 
care from our officers and staff.  The force works closely with partner agencies to safeguard victims, 
ensuring they have access to any specialist support services that they require. 
 
 
 
 



Recorded rape, 01/01/2013 to 31/12/2018

Crime outcome 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
1. Charge/Summons 242 234 291 200 181 37
2. Youth Caution 2 0 0 0 0 0
3. Adult Caution 0 1 0 0 0 0
4. Taken into consideration (TIC) 0 0 0 0 0 0
5. Offender deceased 7 6 13 10 5 5
9. Prosecution not in public interest (CPS) 2 5 5 0 2 0
10. Action not in public interest (Police) 2 23 7 1 4 1
11. Prosecution prevented: Suspect too young 1 6 18 16 16 5
12. Prosecution prevented: Suspect too ill 0 1 9 3 2 4
13. Prosecution prevented: Victim/witness deceased/too ill 0 7 8 8 6 2
14. Evidential difficulties: No suspect ID (Victim based) 7 43 117 144 198 161
15. Evidential difficulties: Suspect ID 119 429 774 866 997 720
16. Evidential difficulties: Suspect ID (Victim based) 22 192 391 405 639 552
18. Investigation complete: No suspect ID 21 69 131 155 265 299
20. Action undertaken by another body/agency 0 0 13 13 19 21
21. Further investigation not in public interest 0 0 0 2 4 4
99. Undetected 544 79 0 0 0 0
0. Ongoing 10 34 69 151 492 1345
Total recorded 979 1129 1846 1974 2830 3156

Notes
Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which:
 - were not subsequently cancelled
 - were classified as Rape
Crime outcomes as at 21/03/2019
Figures are subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancellation, and may therefore change over time
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime
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