
 
I would like to find out the number of missing persons reported to the police in West Yorkshire between 
the 1st January 2018 to the 31st December 2018. I also would like to know the number of times the 
missing person has been found within the same timescale. 
 
Please see the table below showing Missing persons / resolved logs 2018. 
 

 2018 

Missing occurrences 18961 

Resolved missing occurrences 18939 

 
 
Figures represent the number of missing occurrences during the period and are based on 'Date Missing' 
 - occurrences involving multiple missing persons will count multiple times 
 - figures include high risk, medium risk, low risk and no apparent risk missing occurrences 
 - all figures relate to occurrences where the 'Date Missing' was in 2018 
 - all figures are as of 18/02/2019 
- 'resolved' missing occurrences are occurrences that are no longer under investigation.  This differs 
from 'found', in that an occurrence may be resolved when misper's exact location is not known (eg 
"travelling around Europe" but known to be safe and well due to contacting home) 
- 'resolved' missing occurrence figures are based on occurrences with 'Date Missing' in 2018 
Missing persons are a priority for West Yorkshire police and include a number of categories of people 
who may be vulnerable such as Children in care, Children at risk of Crime or CSE or with MH issues.  
 
It is likely that there was previously an underreporting of vulnerable missing persons and an additional 
factor contributing to the increased volume of incidents is the change in the definition of ‘Missing’ which 
is currently; 
 
‘Anyone whose whereabouts cannot be established will be considered as missing until located, and their 
well-being or otherwise confirmed.’ 
 
This is a broader definition than previous definitions and a number of cases which would have been 
treated as an ‘Absent’ case or a ‘Truancy’ case in the past now move more quickly to being formalised 
as a missing person enquiry. 
 
The police along with other agencies have put greater focus on missing people in recent years as it is 
increasingly recognized that it can be a sign of other risks and problems in a person’s life. In order to try 
to reduce the risks to young people in particular, considerable work has been done with partners to 
ensure that Missing Incidents are treated as a priority.  
 
The protection of young and vulnerable people is a priority and West Yorkshire has focused heavily on 
developing effective partnerships around Children at risk of CSE and children who regularly go missing. 
A number of third party organisations such as Barnados are also closely linked with these partnerships. 
 
A key piece of work ongoing is the development of improved partnership working to prevent young 
people from going missing and going missing multiple times. Ensuring that Police Prevention interviews 
are followed up by a quality independent return interview is key along with measures being put in place 
to the support the young person where problems and risks have been identified.  
 
Additionally, some Police officers work in children’s homes’ full time to deliver a scheme called ‘Positive 
Pathways’ and ensure there is good support to all the Care Homes from the police. 
 
 
 
 


