
 

 
 
 
Our ref: 3056/19 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please can you provide me with: 
 
1/The annual number of murder offences for each of the last 5 full financial years ending with 2017/18. 
 
Please see the table below showing crimes classified as murder, 01/04/2013 to 31/03/2018. 
 

Outcome 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

0. Ongoing 0 0 4 2 3 

1. Charge/summons 16 17 12 17 17 

5. Offender deceased 0 5 2 0 0 

9. Prosecution not in public interest (CPS) 1 0 0 0 0 

15. Evidential difficulties: Suspect ID 1 0 0 6 2 

Total recorded 18 22 18 25 22 

 
 
2/The annual number of sanction detections for murder offences within 6 months of the day the murder 
occurred for each of the last 5 full financial years ending with 2017/18. 
 
Please see the table below showing outcomes recorded within 6 months of offence being recorded, 
01/04/2013 to 31/03/2018. 
 

Outcome 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

1. Charge/summons 15 14 8 9 10 

5. Offender deceased 0 0 1 0 0 

9. Prosecution not in public interest (CPS) 0 0 0 0 0 

15. Evidential difficulties: Suspect ID 0 0 0 3 2 

Total recorded 15 14 9 12 12 

 
 
3/The annual number of sanction detections for murder offences within 1 year of the day the murder 
occurred for each of the last 5 full financial years ending with 2017/18. 
 
Please see the table below showing outcomes recorded within 7-12 months of offence being recorded, 
01/04/2013 to 31/02/2018. 
 

Outcome 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

1. Charge/summons 1 2 4 8 7 

5. Offender deceased 0 5 0 0 0 

9. Prosecution not in public interest (CPS) 0 0 0 0 0 

15. Evidential difficulties: Suspect ID 0 0 0 0 0 

Total recorded 1 7 4 8 7 

 
Notes     
    
Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which:     
- were not subsequently cancelled      
- were classified as 1 Murder     
Year based on the date the crime was recorded     
- the date the offence occurred may be prior to the date of recording   



 

Outcomes as at 17/05/2019    
These figures may be subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancelling and will therefore 
change over time     
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime      
 
All murder and serious and complex crime within West Yorkshire is dealt with by specialist teams who 
adhere to Major Incident protocols. These types of enquiry, by their very nature are extremely difficult 
and demanding to understand and can often take months/years to draw to a conclusion. West Yorkshire 
Police’s comprehensive stance around crime recording can also mean that cases of 
murder/manslaughter are recorded and result in no further action, but these cases progress and are 
explored through coronial inquests where conclusions are often made on the manner of the death, but 
this would not necessarily change the crime that is recorded or the finalisation outcome.   
  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime

