
 
1. How many missing people reports did your force receive in the financial year 2018/2019? 
2. How many of all the missing people reports in 2018/19 were children under the age of 16? 
3. How many of all the missing people reports in 2018/19 were young people missing from children’s 
homes? 
4. How many of all the missing people reports in 2018/19 were highlighted as being at risk of child sexual 
exploitation/abuse? 
 
Please see the attached document.  
 
5. How many missing people reports did West Yorkshire police receive in the Bradford district in the 
financial year 2018/19? 
6. How many of all the missing people reports in the Bradford district in 2018/19 were children under the 
age of 16? 
7. How many of all the missing people reports in the Bradford district in 2018/19 were young people 
missing from children’s homes? 
 
Please see the attached document.  
 
8. How many of all the missing people reports in the Bradford district in 2018/19 were highlighted as 
being at risk of child sexual exploitation/abuse? 
 
West Yorkshire Police can neither confirm nor deny whether information is held as the duty in s1(1)(a) of 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of: 
  
Section 30(3) – Investigations and proceedings conducted by the public authority 
Section 31(3) – Law Enforcement  
Section 40(5) – Personal Information 
 
However, this should not be taken as conclusive evidence that information exists or does not exist. 
 
Please see appendix A for a full legislative explanation.  
 
 
Missing persons are a priority for West Yorkshire police and include a number of categories of people 
who may be vulnerable such as Children in care, Children at risk of Crime or CSE or with MH issues.  
 
Within West Yorkshire, Bradford District has focused heavily on developing effective partnerships around 
children at risk of CSE and children who regularly go missing. Bradford has a fully integrated Child Multi-
Agency Safeguarding Hub which includes the CSE team and the missing person coordinator.  This 
includes work to try to prevent young people going missing in the first place or going missing more than 
once with the offer of support and work to ensure that local Neighbourhood Policing Teams and 
Children’s Homes are working together to support young people. 
 
Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or group takes 
advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the 
age of 18 into sexual activity (a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the 
financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator. The victim may have been 
sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not 
always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of technology. 
 
West Yorkshire Police are committed to identifying and investigating cases of CSE and very importantly 
offering help and support who have been identified as being at risk of CSE. 
 
Each of the five policing districts have staff whose role is dedicated to the investigation of Child Sexual 
Exploitation who actively pursue all allegations regardless of the passage of time since an offence has 
occurred. 
 



Appendix A 
 
 
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 creates a statutory right of access to information held by public 
authorities.  A public authority in receipt of a request must, if permitted, state under Section 1(a) of  the 
Act, whether it holds the requested information and, if held, then communicate that information  to the 
applicant under Section 1(b) of the Act.  
  
The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of exemptions 
which are designed to enable public authorities to withhold information that is unsuitable for release.   
Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public domain, that is, once access to  
information is granted to one person under the Act, it is then considered public information and must  be 
communicated to any individual should a request be received.  
  
DECISION  
  
This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.    
  
Section 17 of the Act provides:  
  
(1)  A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a  claim 
that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with Section 1(1),  give the 
applicant a notice which:-  
  
(a) states the fact,  
(b) specifies the exemption in question, and  
(c) states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies.  
  
REASONS FOR DECISION  
  
West Yorkshire Police can neither confirm nor deny that it holds the information you requested as the duty 
in s1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of: 
  
Section 30(3) – Investigations and proceedings conducted by the public authority 
Section 31(3) – Law Enforcement  
Section 40(5) – Personal Information 
 
Section 30 is a class based qualified exemption. There is a requirement to consider the public interest to 
ensure neither confirming, nor denying, whether information is held is appropriate. 
 
Section 31 is a prejudice based qualified exemption and there is a requirement to articulate the harm that 
would be caused in confirming or not that the information is held as well as carrying out a public interest 
test.   
 
Section 40 is a class based absolute exemption and there is no requirement to consider the public 
interest in this case. To give a statement of the reasons why neither confirming nor denying is 
appropriate in this case would itself involve disclosure of exempt information, therefore under Section 
17(4), no explanation can be given. West Yorkshire Police have determined that in all circumstances of 
the case the public interest in maintaining the exclusion of the duty to neither confirm nor deny outweighs 
the public interest in confirming whether or not the information is held.  

 
Overall Harm 
Sexual offences against children is a highly emotive subject and not only a national problem but also a 
global one. In order to ensure West Yorkshire Police delivers effective law enforcement we liaise with 
various other national agencies to provide suitable support.  
 
 



To confirm or deny whether information is held relating to children at risk of CSE who are missing in the 
Bradford area, has the potential to undermine the flow of information (intelligence) received from 
members of the public into the Police Service and other outside agencies relating to these types of 
offences. Consequently this could lead to police officers having to be removed from their frontline duties 
in order to increase manpower on an investigation 

 
There is undoubtedly a call for openness and transparency with regard to policing, however to confirm or 
deny details relating the CSE risk in a certain area could highlight to offenders whether or not the police 
are aware of their offending behaviour. This knowledge would enable the offenders to take action to 
evade detection, e.g. by destroying evidence. 

 
Section 30 
Factors favouring confirmation or denial  
Confirming or denying whether information exists relevant to this request would lead to a better informed 
general public by identifying that West Yorkshire Police robustly investigate allegations made for such 
serious matters. This fact alone may encourage individuals to provide intelligence in order to assist with 
investigations and would also promote public trust in providing transparency and demonstrating 
openness and accountability into police investigations. 
 
Factors against confirmation or denial    
Modern-day policing is intelligence led and West Yorkshire Police share information with other law 
enforcement agencies as part of their investigation process.  To confirm or not whether an individual has 
been the subject of a criminal investigation could hinder the prevention and detection of crime as well as 
undermine the partnership approach to investigations and law enforcement. 
 
Section 31 
Factors favouring confirmation or denial  
Disclosure of the information, if held, would make people aware of the plight of missing children and 
those most at risk of CSE. It would enforce to the general public Policing priorities and its commitment to 
keep its community safe. 
 
Factors against confirmation or denial    
Confirming whether or not information is held in this case would suggest that West Yorkshire Police take 
their responsibility to protect confidential information provided to them seriously and appropriately to 
ensure the effective delivery of operational law enforcement.   
 
In addition West Yorkshire Police has a duty of care to the community at large and public safety is of 
paramount importance.  If an FOI disclosure revealed information, by citing an exemption or stating no 
information held, which confirms areas with high risk of CSE, this could lead to community unrest and 
vigilante type offending.  Such actions would compromise public safety. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


