
 
The following request seeks information into the number of recorded hate incidents and hate crimes by 
the West Yorkshire police. 
 
The dates sought are between 2015 and 2019 (or 2018, if 2019 is unavailable). 
If a year-by-year breakdown could be provided, too, this would be most beneficial. The main purpose of 
the request is to see how hate incidents stack up against hate crimes; for this reason, I would appreciate 
the numbers to stay separate. 
 
Further to this, I seek to understand how the hate crimes and hate incidents are broken down into the 5 
monitored strands - race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, and gender identity. 
 
Please see the table below showing Hate Crime and Hate Incidents, 01/01/2015 to 30/06/2019. 
 

Hate crimes      

       

Year 
Total Hate 

crime 
Race Faith 

Sexual 
Orientation 

Disability Transgender 

2015 3397 2845 155 286 156 24 

2016 5004 3915 266 486 263 55 

2017 6020 4435 325 610 465 84 

2018 8227 5939 439 917 792 169 

2019 4027 2879 199 461 414 117 

 
Crime figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which: 
 - were not subsequently cancelled 
 - were flagged as a hate crime or 
 - were classified as one of the following offences: 
        8P Racially or religiously aggravated assault with injury 
        8M Racially or religiously aggravated harassment 
        9B Racially or religiously aggravated public fear, alarm or distress 
        58J Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage 
        105B Racially or religiously aggravated assault without injury 
One hate crime may have multiple strands 
Some Racial or Religious aggravated crimes do not have the strand recorded 
Total hate crime may therefore differ from the sum of the strands 
 
These figures may be subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancelling and will therefore 
change over time. 
 
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime  
 
 

Hate Incidents      

       

Year 
Total Hate 
Incidents 

Race Faith 
Sexual 

Orientation 
Disability Transgender 

2015 4494 3629 242 392 253 36 

2016 5699 4414 311 563 340 80 

2017 6551 4879 401 669 562 94 

2018 8268 5903 489 927 888 174 

2019 3894 2753 208 449 434 117 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime


Figures represent the number of hate incidents recorded during the period 
One hate incident may have multiple strands 
Some incidents do not have the strand recorded 
Total hate incidents may therefore differ from the sum of the strands 
 
A hate crime is any criminal offence which is perceived by the victim or any other person, to be 
motivated by a hostility or prejudice based on a person's disability, race, religion, sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 
 
Please note recent increases in hate crime are predominantly associated with administrative change in 
relation to Force crime recording processes which have resulted in an increased likelihood of a crime 
being recorded following an incident report to the Police. Crime increases have been reported across a 
number of crime types this year and the increases in hate crime follow a similar pattern to related 
offences such as public order and low level violence without injury. The force has made improvements to 
how information about hate incidents is recorded. A number of sub-categories for the recording of faith 
and disability hate crimes are being introduced to get a better understanding of the impact of national 
and international events on local communities and improve and target services for victims. 
Recent publicity may also have encouraged victims of hate incidents and crimes to come forward and 
report their experience to the police. West Yorkshire Police support the annual Hate Crime Awareness 
Week in partnership with the Police and Crime Commissioner in order to highlight the issue of hate 
crime. The campaign aims to give people a better understanding of what hate crime is and encourage 
victims of hate incidents to report them. 
 
As part of our commitment to making communities safer and feel safer, West Yorkshire Police is 
committed to engaging with communities to increase the under-reporting of hate crimes and hate 
incidents. West Yorkshire Police employs specialist Hate Crime Co-ordinators across districts in order to 
assist investigating officers in identifying perpetrators, providing after-care support for victims and to 
work with communities to increase awareness of hate crime and reporting mechanisms. They also 
engage in joint working with partners such as local councils, Victim Support and the 142 third party Hate 
Incident Reporting Centres (HIRCs). HIRCs offer anyone who has experienced or witnessed a hate 
crime / incident the opportunity to report it in an alternative location to a Police Station. 
 
 
 
 


