
 
Which three fixed position speed cameras in your area were responsible for (i) the issuing of the most 
fixed penalty notices to suspected speeders and (ii) were activated the most time by speeding vehicles in 
the combined three year period of 2016, 2017 and 2018? 
 
Please provide me with the position of each of the three cameras and the number of FPNs issued as a 
result of it "catching" suspected speeders in that three-year period as well as the number of activations 
logged at that site. 
 
NOTE: Please include average speed cameras for this analysis where the cameras have remained in 
the same position. 
 
 
The table below outlines the number of FPN’s resulting from the three most activated fixed speed 
cameras for the years 2016, 2017 and 2018 along with the total number of activations. 
A high number of drivers are offered and attend training courses, therefore their cases do not get to the 
conditional offer of fixed penalty stage.  
 
 

Offences 
Recorded 

FPN’s 

22,651 8,235 
15,342 4,932 
13,782 6,926 

 
 
Unfortunately West Yorkshire Police is unable to provide you with the locations of the speed cameras as 
this information as this is exempt by virtue of Section 31(1)(a)(b) Law Enforcement.  
Please see Appendix A for the full legislative explanation as to why West Yorkshire Police is unable to 
provide the information 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Appendix A 
 

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 creates a statutory right of access to information held by public 
authorities. A public authority in receipt of a request must, if permitted, state under Section 1(a) of the 
Act, whether it holds the requested information and, if held, then communicate that information to the 
applicant under Section 1(b) of the Act. 
 
The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of exemptions 
which are designed to enable public authorities to withhold information that is unsuitable for release. 
 
Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public domain, that is, once access to 
information is granted to one person under the Act, it is then considered public information and must be 
communicated to any individual should a request be received. 
 
DECISION 
 
This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
Section 17 of the Act provides: 
 
(1) A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a claim 
that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with Section 1(1), give the 
applicant a notice which:- 
(a) states the fact, 
(b) specifies the exemption in question, and 
(c) states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 
 
REASONS FOR DECISION 
 
The reason that we are unable to provide you with this information is covered by the following 
exemption(s): 
 
Section 31(1)(a)(b) Law Enforcement 
This is a prejudice and qualified based exemption and as such there is a requirement to provide harm 
and conduct a public interest test. 
 
Harm 
The presence of speed cameras has a positive impact upon road safety. To disclose the locations of the 
top three activated speed camera locations within West Yorkshire could lead to further crimes being 
committed. Individuals could vandalise or destroy these speed cameras, which would have a negative 
impact on policing resources, put the public at risk, and would also undermine our partnership approach 
to law enforcement. 
 
Public Interest Test 
 
Factors favouring disclosure 
To provide you with the locations of the three most activated speed camera locations within West 
Yorkshire would adhere to the basic principle of being open and transparent. Furthermore, it would 
enable individuals to reduce their speed on these roads which would reduce the risk of fatalities. 
 
Factors favouring non-disclosure 
Disclosing this information would enable individuals to potentially destroy or vandalise such cameras, 
which would put the public at risk, and have a negative impact on our Policing resources. In addition to 
the vandalising of the speed cameras, disclosure in this case could set a precedence for future requests 
regarding the location of all speed cameras, if we were to disclose the locations of all the cameras, this 
would enable those intent on breaking the law to do so on roads which do not have cameras, this could 
place members of the public at further risk. 
 
 



Balancing Test 
Whilst disclosure would adhere to the basic principle of being open and transparent, I believe that when 
weighed against the risk of further crime being committed, which could also impact on public safety, the 
factors favouring non disclosure far outweigh the factors for disclosure. As such I will not be disclosing 
the locations of the 3 most activated speed camera locations within West Yorkshire. 
 
 
 
 


