
 
ORIGINAL- 
1)     Please state the number of offences recorded of sexting, that is offences under Section 1 of the 
Protection of Children Act 1978 or Section 160 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988, recorded by your force 
in 2017/18. 
 
2)     Please state the number of offences recorded of sexting, where the offender was under the age of 
18, recorded in 2017/18. 
 
3)     Please break the number of offenders under the age of the 18 down by the number of offenders of 
each age. Please provide information for 2017/18. 
 
4)     Please state the number of victims of sexting offences, that is, victims of offences under Section 1 
of the Protection of Children Act 1978 or Section 160 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988. Please provide 
information for 2017/18. 
 
5)     Please break the number of victims down by the number of victims of each age recorded. Please 
provide information for 2017/18. 
 
REFINED- 
Thanks, please then provide a month response. the last month period from the date of the request 
 
 
Please see the tables below which contain details of crimes recorded of ‘Sexting’ under Section 1 of the 
Protection of Children Act 1978 or Section 160 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988, by West Yorkshire 
Police, between 01/10/2018 and 31/10/2018. 
 
1. Total Crimes recorded 
 

 
Oct-18 

Crimes 
Recorded 31 

 
 
2. Crimes recorded with an offender under the age of 18 
 

 
Oct-18 

Crimes 
Recorded 1 

 
 
3. Offenders under the age of 18 
 

Offender age Oct-18 
13 1 

Total 
offenders 1 

 
 
4/5. Victims 
 

Victim age Count 
12 3 
13 1 
14 3 



Total victims 7 
 
 
 
West Yorkshire Police follow national guidance in relation to indecent images based of children and as a 
force comply with the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS). 
 
Offences under this legislation cover the whole range of activity from experimentation by young people to 
more serious grooming offences and sexual exploitation. Specialist investigators trained in Safeguarding 
and Child Protection assess each case based on vulnerability and risk, taking in to account any age 
difference, repeat offending and repeat victims before deciding on an appropriate course of action. 
 
NPCC guidance states that most offences involving sexual activity with children will require a full criminal 
investigative response, for example in the presence of exploitation, coercion, a profit motive or adults as 
perpetrators. Offences involving self-generated images or images obtained with consent by other 
children may be dealt with differently. Forces may, for example, consider that suitably experienced first 
responders, safer school officers or neighbourhood teams can provide an appropriate response, thereby 
avoiding stigmatising children or causing them unnecessary fears and concerns. 
 
In deciding whether criminal justice processes are necessary and proportionate, forces will wish to 
consider the long-term impact of investigation and prosecution, such as labelling a child a ‘sex offender’ 
and potential disclosure as part of a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) process. 
 
Outcome 21 provides for forces to resolve crimes with the appropriate contextual factors in a 
proportionate and effective way. Outcome 21 states: 
‘Further investigation, resulting from the crime report, which could provide evidence sufficient to support 
formal action being taken against the suspect is not in the public interest – police decision.’ 
This outcome code allows the police to record a crime as having happened but for no formal criminal 
justice action to be taken as it is not considered to be in the public interest to do so. 
 
 


