
 
 
How many arrests were made by your force for controlling or coercive behaviour in 2016, 2017, 2018 
and so far in 2019? 
 
How many of those arrests resulted in no further action being taken? 
 
How many people were charged with controlling or coercive behaviour by your force in 2016, 2017, 2018 
and so far in 2019? 
 
Please see the table below showing Arrests under the Serious Crime Act 2015, section 76, 01/01/2016 
to 31/08/2019.  
 

Year Arrests 
No further 

action 
Charge 

2016 178 159 18 

2017 299 251 40 

2018 514 440 47 

2019 470 357 23 

 
Figures represent the number of arrests made (not individuals) during the period where: 
 - the detainee was arrested under the Serious Crime Act 2015, section 76 
Other offences may also be linked to the arrest 
Arrest outcome represents the latest disposal, as at 12/09/2019, for that offence 
 - other outcomes may be linked to the record which refer to other linked offences 
These figures may be subject to further investigation and will therefore change over time 
 
 
West Yorkshire Police adopt the following definition of domestic abuse: 
"Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour, violence or abuse 
between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of 
gender or sexuality. 
 
The abuse can encompass, but is not limited to, the following types of abuse: 

 psychological; 

 physical; 

 sexual; 

 financial; and/or 

 emotional." 
 
West Yorkshire Police must effectively safeguard victims of domestic abuse and ensure that police 
officers and police staff understand risk factors, assess the full circumstances and document the 
rationale for any decisions they make. Officers take positive action at all stages of the police response to 
protect victims and children, whilst aiming to ensure that the criminal justice system holds the offender to 
account.  In consultation with the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), the force explore all avenues of 
investigation and evidence gathering to build a case and enable informed decision making about 
prosecution, appropriate bail conditions and applications to the court for a domestic violence protection 
notice or order (DVPN/DVPO) or a restraining order.  The force have an excellent working relationship 
with specialist support agencies to ensure that the victim receives the best possible care. 
 
 


