
a) The number of cyber stalking offences recorded per financial year between 
2015 - 2019. 
- Where possible may you please provide detail on each of the recorded cases i.e 
cyberstalking cases involving racially aggravated abuse etc 
b) The number of recorded cyber stalking offences that resulted in an arrest. 
Please provide the figures per financial year between 2015 - 2019 
c) The number of cyber stalking offences that resulted in charges / summons. 
Please provide the figures per financial year between 2015 - 2019 
 
Please see the table below showing Cyber enabled stalking offences, 01/04/2014 to 
31/03/2019. 
 

Year Crimes Resulted in an arrest Resulted in a charge 

2014/15 161 49 24 

2015/16 406 84 40 

2016/17 274 48 24 

2017/18 633 106 48 

2018/19 2220 169 49 

 
Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which: 
 - were not subsequently cancelled 
 - had the cyber enabled flag 
 - were classified as one of the following offences: 
       8L Harassment 
       8M Racially or religiously aggravated harassment 
       8Q Stalking 
Arrested figures represent the number of those crimes recorded during the period which 
resulted in one or more arrests 
Charged figures represent the number of those crimes recorded during the period which 
resulted in one or more charge/summons following arrest 
These figures may be subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancelling and will 
therefore change over time 
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime  
 
West Yorkshire Police consider the offence of stalking seriously and have been actively 
responding to the “Living in fear – the police and CPS response to harassment and stalking” 
document published in 2017. 
 
Training has been provided for officers and control room staff who receive the initial call to 
better identify cases of stalking, hence the increase in offences. Positive action will be taken 
against perpetrators and in addition, the Crown Prosecution Service now must consider the 
offence of stalking for every harassment investigation that they have cause to review.  
 
In some cases a victim will make a report to the police and the perpetrator may be known 
and an arrest made. In other cases the perpetrator may not be known to the victim in which 
case further investigation will be required to make the identification and arrest. In some 
cases victims will report more than one offence at the same time or may report further 
offences during the period of investigation. The number of perpetrators are those arrested 
for the first time for stalking but may or may not have a history of other offences. We always 
try to intervene at the earliest opportunity and do what is in the best interests of the victim in 
each case. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime

