
 

 
 
Our ref: 4591/19 
 
I am writing to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act for details of children being held 
under section 136 of the Mental Health Act.  
More specifically, I am requesting the following: 
In the calendar year 2019 so far (from 1 January 2019 until today’s date 18 July 2019) please provide:  
a. How many children (aged under 18) were held in police custody under s136 of the Mental Health 
Act 
b. For each, please provide a breakdown, giving their gender, age and the length of time they were 
held in custody (in hours and minutes if known) 
2. a) and b) The same for calendar year 2018 
3. a) and b) The same for calendar year 2017 
 
Between 01/01/2017 and 18/07/2019 there was only one child (aged 17 or under) detained under 
Section 136 of the Mental Health Act and processed within custody.  The detainee was a 17 year old 
male and was held in police cells for 39 mins before being taken to hospital.  
 
    
Wherever possible, persons suffering from a condition likely to relate to their mental health would be 
immediately conveyed to a relevant place of safety. West Yorkshire Police regard the detention of a 
person suffering from mental ill health at a Police Station as a last resort and continually work with 
partners across the County to minimise the occurrences where this happens.  
 
There are occasions where a person cannot be taken directly to a place of safety, other than a Police 
Station due to a number of reasons such as behaviour, violence, high levels of intoxication rendering 
medical care inappropriate at that particular time. In these circumstances they are taken to a Police 
Station. West Yorkshire Police continues to work with partners to reduce the number of occasions where 
a person is detained at a Police Station under these circumstances.     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


