
 

 
 
 
Our ref: 4826/19 
 
1. The number of reports of police staff (officers and staff) being assaulted between October 2016 to 
June 2019 broken down by calendar year 
2. The number of offences resulting in a charge for assaulting police staff (officers and staff) in each of 
the last three years? 
 
Please see the table below showing Officer and staff assaults, 01/10/2016 to 31/08/2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Notes     
    
Figures represent the number of assaults on police officers and staff whilst on duty, based on:  
- Recorded crimes which were classified as Violence against the Person and involved a Police officer or 
Police staff     
- Health & Safety reports relating to assaults on duty    
Information from both sources have been combined to provide overall levels of assaults   
Members of WYP potentially at risk of assault include - Police officers, PCSOs, Special officers, 
Detention officers and Other Staff     
Figures include assault on police officers from other forces where committed in West Yorkshire  
Figures are subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancellation, and may therefore change 
over time     
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime      
 
Police officers and staff are encouraged to report all assaults and violence against them and should 
never accept being assaulted or abused as being part of their job. West Yorkshire Police work hard to 
support officers and staff who have been assaulted or abused.  
 
A Chief Constable’s statement is included in prosecution files and shared with the Courts; this highlights 
the personal impact and gravity of assaulting a police employee whilst at work.  
 
Body worn video technology has also been introduced which allows officers and staff to capture the 
circumstances leading up to an assault. Body worn video can also act as a deterrent to incidents 
occurring in the first place.  
 
In addition West Yorkshire Police fully supports the Protect the Protectors campaign and the new 
legislation that makes it a specific offence to assault an emergency service worker.     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Total assaults Of which, 
recorded crimes 

Crimes resulting 
in a 
charge/summons 

2016 357 314 225 

2017 1,694 1,493 1,092 

2018 2,021 1,810 1,270 

2019 1,376 1,230 728 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime

