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1) By month and year, how many times were fingerprint scanners used for immigration purposes? 
2) In each case, what was the reason for the stop? 
3) In each case, how many of those were foreign national offenders?  
4) In each case, can you provide a breakdown of the person's age, ethnicity, nationality, gender? 
 
The biometrics scanners are not used for immigration purposes, therefore West Yorkshire Police do not 
hold any information in relation to these questions. 
 
The immigration database is used as a method of confirming the identity of an individual once their 
fingerprint has been scanned (in the same way the Police database is searched). There are 3 reasons 
where the biometric scanner would be used, these are;  

 To confirm the identity of an individual suspected of committing an offence (under S61 
PACE) 

 To establish the identity of an individual who is unable to provide their own details to 
officers (under the Mental Capacity Act 2005) 

 To identify a deceased individual (under the Coroners and Justice Act 2009). 
Using one of the above 3 legal powers, an individual’s fingerprint would be checked against the Police 
and Immigration databases to identify that person. If the individual is matched against the immigration 
database and there is an outstanding action marker against that individual then the officer would contact 
the Home Office to seek advice on whether they need to take any action in relation to immigration 
offences concerning that individual 
 
5) How many times did an officer take a fingerprint by force under PACE s61(5)? 
           
Whilst there is a legal power under S117 of PACE to take a person’s fingerprint using force, West 
Yorkshire Police policy is that force will not be used to take a person’s fingerprint outside of a custody 
environment.   
 
6) Has anyone been deported as a result of a fingerprint scan? 
 
This level of detail is not recorded and therefore West Yorkshire Police do not hold any information in 
relation to this question. 
 
7) Was a report completed at the end of the trial?  
 
A report was not completed at the end of the trial. As the biometrics fingerprint readers was a 
replacement for the lantern devices, biometrics fingerprint scanning has already been is use within West 
Yorkshire Police for some time. The trial was to ascertain if the biometric fingerprint readers were a 
suitable replacement and the biometrics gateway supplied by the Home Office was compatible with the 
software used on the officer’s handheld devices 
 
8) Details of any complaints regarding the use of the scanners 
 
No complaints have been received as a result of the user of the biometrics fingerprint readers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


