
 

By year, or the last ten years [or five?], and up to 15:11.18, please provide the number of "hare coursing" 
incidents for West Yorkshire Police. 
 
This should be hare coursing offences contrary to part 1 section 5 of the Hunting Act 2004. If your force 
does not record in this manner, please provide information gathered from a free text search of your crime 
recording system. 
 
West Yorkshire Police are able to provide information relating to incidents only, and not crimes, as there 
were no crimes recorded. Offences under the Act and Sections stated are non-notifiable, therefore;  
 - a report of such an offence may not result in the crime being recorded, or 
- the offence may be one of a number of offences (notifiable or non-notifiable), and the crime may be 
classified as an alternative offence. 
 
Incidents relating to hare coursing, 01/01/2008 -15/11/2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Notes  
Figures represent the number of incidents recorded during the period which:  
 - included 'HARE COURS' in the Log Text  
 - related to hare coursing taking place or being suspected of taking place  
Incidents referring to hare coursing as part of another incident are excluded from these figures  
 - e.g. vehicle / person previously involved in hare coursing  
Figures for 2018 cover the period 01/01/2018-15/11/2018  
 
 
For each, please provide the full-text description of the incident. 
 
Please see the attached document. 
 
Unfortunately West Yorkshire Police is unable to provide you with full summary details, therefore 
redactions have been applied by virtue of Section 30(1) - Investigations and Section 40(2) - Personal 
information. Please see Appendix A for the full legislative explanation. 
  
 

Year Incidents 

2008 12 

2009 5 

2010 9 

2011 12 

2012 5 

2013 6 

2014 12 

2015 7 

2016 12 

2017 24 

2018 3 



 

Appendix A 
  
 
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 creates a statutory right of access to information held by public 
authorities.  A public authority in receipt of a request must, if permitted, state under Section 1(a) of  the 
Act, whether it holds the requested information and, if held, then communicate that information to the 
applicant under Section 1(b) of the Act.  
  
The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of exemptions 
which are designed to enable public authorities, to withhold information that is unsuitable for release. 
Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public domain. Information is granted to one 
person under the Act, it is then considered public information and must be communicated to any 
individual, should a request be received.  
  
DECISION  
  
Your request for information has been considered and I regret to inform you that West Yorkshire Police 
cannot comply.  This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000.    
  
Section 17 of the Act provides:  
  
(1)  A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a claim 
that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with Section 1(1), give the 
applicant a notice which:-  
  
(a) States the fact,  
(b) Specifies the exemption in question, and  
(c) States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies.  
  
REASONS FOR DECISION  
  
The reason that we are unable to provide you with this information is covered by the following 
exemptions:  
  
Section 30(1) – Investigations and proceedings conducted by a public authority. In relation to the 
above qualified exemption I am obliged to conduct a public interest test on the information held and here 
are my considerations: 
 
Factors favouring disclosure  
Disclosure would adhere to the basic principle of being open and transparent and would allow for a more 
accurate public debate. 
 
Factors favouring non-disclosure  
The incident notes are an account given by the reporting person at the time the incident is reported. If we 
were to disclose full details of incident notes and full information relating to ongoing investigations it has 
the potential to undermine any potential criminal proceedings which could arise. 
 
Balancing Test: 
The Police Service is tasked with enforcing the law and protecting the community we serve and there is 
a public interest argument in ensuring we are open and transparent with regard to policing investigations. 
The ability of West Yorkshire Police to conduct such enquiries, which rely upon information received 
from the public, is crucial to the principles of prevention and detection of crime. It is therefore our opinion 
that the balance lies in favour of non-disclosure of the information at this time.  
 
 
 
 



 

Section 40(2) – Personal Information 
This is an absolute and class based exemption and so requires no harm or public interest test to be 
undertaken.  
 
To disclose the redacted information would breach principle 1 (lawfulness, fairness and transparency) of 
the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
 
Please note that police forces do not use generic systems or identical procedures for capturing the data.  
For these reasons this response to your questions, should not be used for comparison purposes with 
responses you may have received from other police forces.   
 


