
Our Ref: 6313/19 
 

* Please provide copies of all emails sent and received by the chief constable between 
September 4, 2019, and the time of this email (06/09/2019 12:38), which relate to a visit by 
the Prime Minister to Carr Gate on September 5.

Please find the relevant information attached, however please also note redactions have 
been applied by virtue of Section 31 (1) (a) (b) Law Enforcement and Section 40 (2) Personal 
Information. Please see Appendix A, for the full legislative explanation as to why West 
Yorkshire Police are unable to provide this information.  

In addition to this West Yorkshire Police can neither confirm nor deny that any further 
information is held in relation to your request, as the duty in Section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of Section 23(5) Information Supplied by, or 
concerning, certain Security Bodies and Section 24 (2) National Security. 

Please see Appendix A, for the full legislative explanation. 



Appendix A 

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 creates a statutory right of access to information held 
by public authorities.  A public authority in receipt of a request must, if permitted, state under 
Section 1(a) of  the Act, whether it holds the requested information and, if held, then 
communicate that information to the applicant under Section 1(b) of the Act.  

The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of 
exemptions which are designed to enable public authorities, to withhold information that is 
unsuitable for release. Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public 
domain. Information is granted to one person under the Act, it is then considered public 
information and must be communicated to any individual, should a request be received.  

DECISION 

Your request for information has been considered and I regret to inform you that West 
Yorkshire Police cannot comply.  This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000.    

Section 17 of the Act provides: 

(1) A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying
on a claim that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with
Section 1(1), give the applicant a notice which:-

(a) States the fact,
(b) Specifies the exemption in question, and
(c) States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies.

REASONS FOR DECISION 

The reason that we are unable to provide you with this information is covered by the 
following   
Exemption:  

Section 31 (1) (a) (b) Law Enforcement 
Section 40 (2) Personal Information 

Section 40 is an absolute class based exemption therefore I am not required to provide 
evidence of harm nor conduct a public interest test. 

To disclose the information would significantly increase the risk of individuals being identified 
which would breach principle 1 (lawfulness, fairness and transparency) of the Data 
Protection Act 2018. 

Harm    
To disclose call signs and travel plans/routes and other specific details would provide 
intelligence to the criminal fraternity and cause harm in terms of the law enforcement 
capabilities of West Yorkshire Police This information could be used to provide authenticity 
to an individual attempting to gain unauthorised access to police operations. Any information 
disclosed no matter how small could assist them in carrying out criminal activity if any future 
visits were to occur and this in turn would increase the risk to the public.  

West Yorkshire Police’s internal telephone numbers and are not in the public domain. Were 
this information to be released, it may be used by those individuals who hold the intention of 



disrupting the daily activities of the Police Service and its core function of preventing and 
detecting crime, apprehending and prosecuting offenders and administering justice. 
 
Factors favouring disclosure 
To disclose the information relating to travel plans/routes would adhere to the basic principle 
of being open and transparent which in turn would lead to a better informed public. 
 
Disclosure of internal telephone numbers would demonstrate openness and transparency, 
allowing members of the public to contact individuals directly. 
 
Factors against disclosure 
To disclose information relating to travel plans/routes and other specific details would 
provide a level of credibility to any person who were to access information about future 
police operations/visits. The information is sensitive and would lead to the disruption of 
policing, placing individual officers’ and locations at risk. This would have an impact on the 
ability of West Yorkshire Police to carry out its law enforcement role effectively and put the 
public at increased risk.  
 
West Yorkshire Police takes its responsibility to protect information seriously and disclosure 
could pose risk to the daily activities of the Force. This would waste staff time and resources, 
dealing with issues that are not necessarily within their remit or business area. This would 
disrupt police work, and compromise law enforcement. 
 
Balancing Test      
The Police Service is tasked with enforcing the law and protecting the community we serve 
and there is a public interest argument in ensuring we are open and transparent. The ability 
of West Yorkshire Police to conduct their day to day business is crucial to the principles of 
prevention and detection of crime. It is therefore our opinion that the balance lies in favour of 
non-disclosure of the information at this time.  
 
Additionally, West Yorkshire Police can neither confirm nor deny that it holds any other 
information relevant to this request as the duty in Section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of the following exemptions: 
 
Section 23(5) Information Supplied by, or concerning, certain Security Bodies 
 
Section 23 is a class based absolute exemption and there is no requirement to consider the 
public interest in this case.  Confirming or denying existence of information held would 
contravene the constrictions laid out with Section 23 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
in that this stipulates a generic bar on disclosure of any information applied by, or 
concerning, certain Security Bodies 
 
Section 24(2) National Security 

Harm 

To confirm or deny whether any further information is or isn’t held could not only undermine 
National Security. Whilst there is a public interest in the transparency of policing, providing 
assurance that the Police Service is appropriately and effectively engaging with the threat 
from criminals, this should be countered against the need to protect operational activity.  

The security of the country is of paramount importance and West Yorkshire Police will not 
divulge whether information is or is not held if to do so would undermine national security. 
Confirming or denying whether any further information is held relevant to the request would 



enable those engaged in criminal activity to identify vulnerabilities. 

Factors favouring confirmation or denial Section 24  

Confirmation or denial that further information exists relevant to the request would lead to a 
better informed public. The public are entitled to know how public funds are spent especially 
with regards to safeguarding National Security.  

Factors against confirmation or denial Section 24  

Other organisations outside the Police Service may, or may not, have an active interest in 
the subject of the question above.  By confirming or denying that further information exists 
relevant to the request would harm the close relationship that exists between West Yorkshire 
Police and other organisations. To confirm or deny whether the force hold any further 
information relevant to the request would allow inferences to be made about the nature and 
extent of national security related activities which may or may not take place in a given area. 
This would enable criminal groups to take steps to counter intelligence, and as such, 
confirmation or denial would be damaging to National Security. 

By confirming or denying any policing arrangements of this nature would render national 
security measures less effective. This would lead to the compromise of ongoing or future 
operations to protect the security or infrastructure of the UK and increase the risk of harm to 
the public. 

No inference can be taken from this refusal that information does or does not exist.   
 
 
 



From:
To: Robins, John
Subject: YOUR COMMENTS ON PM SPEECH
Date: 06 September 2019 12:19:34

Good afternoon John

WELL SAID!

As a MoP albeit working in community roles with my local force, I felt for you and your officers when I
saw a clip yesterday.  Wholly disrespectful and unfair on you all.

I now bite my tongue lest I be accused of sedition. (Wry smile)

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From:
To: Robins, John
Subject: Complaint
Date: 05 September 2019 21:19:30

As a public servant and Chief Constable you should be ashamed of allowing your officers to be used as the
backcloth to a political statement by a politician.  I’m a former senior officer and would never make that
judgement call.  Totally unprofessional and putting your officers in an unacceptable position.
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From:
To: Robins, John
Subject: Prime Minister"s speech
Date: 05 September 2019 20:56:48

Dear Mr Robins,

As a former officer in West Yorkshire Police I was dismayed and disappointed to see
serving officers used as wallpaper for the PM's speech this afternoon. Although officers
and politicians are often seen together in staged photo opportunities, this formal setting
appeared to add weight to what was to all intents and purposes a party political broadcast.
The decision to allow this was certainly an error of judgement and ought to be reviewed
promptly. The service must all times remain outside the political arena, todays event
served only to undermine that fact.

Regards
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As this is clearly a matter of public interest, we will be releasing this letter to the media.

Regards

             
       

Get Outlook for iOS
UK Parliament Disclaimer: this e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have
received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any unauthorised
use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no
liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. This e-
mail address is not secure, is not encrypted and should not be used for sensitive data. 
______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: 

To: Robins John 

Subject: Fwd: Boris Johnson speech 5/9/19 Wakefield 

05 September 2019 17:43:42 Date: 

Fmther, 
And then to allow Johnson to continue when an officer was clearly unwell is absolutely 
outrageous. 
She is your officer for goodness sake and Johnson clearly knew she was unwell but he was 
allowed to continue without caring for her welfare. 
Tenible. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin fo1warded message: 

Dear John, 
I recognise that you may have been placed in an invidious position by your 
PCC but it is surely not in the interest of policing in general for officers to 
appear with the Prime Minister of the day during these pa1ticularly critical 
times. 
As a retired officer I am deeply disturbed that a service which prides itself on 
being apolitical is politicised in this way with your approval, presumably. 
Yours 

Sent from my iPhone 

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more infonnation please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
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From:
To: Robins, John
Date: 05 September 2019 17:33:00

Dear Sir,

Do you think that having your police officers stand and listen to the ramblings and rantings
of Boris Johnson is an appropriate use of the vital though scarce resources of the police
service?

Regards, 

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Swift, Nigel
To: Robins, John
Cc:  
Subject: FW: PCC Statement on the Prime Minister’s visit to West Yorkshire on Thursday 5 September [OFFICIAL]
Date: 06 September 2019 09:55:19

Classification: OFFICIAL

Chief.
 
FYI if you have not seen a copy
 
Regards
 
Nigel
 
Nigel Swift
Head of Corporate Communications
Corporate Services
West Yorkshire Police
 

 
Have you signed up yet for West Yorkshire Community Alerts?
 
www.westyorkshire.police.uk
 

From: Iveson, David  @westyorkshire.pcc.pnn.gov.uk> 
Sent: 06 September 2019 09:53
Subject: PCC Statement on the Prime Minister’s visit to West Yorkshire on Thursday 5 September
[OFFICIAL]
 
Classification: OFFICIAL

Good morning
 
Please see the statement below from West Yorkshire’s Police and Crime Commissioner on the
Prime Minister’s visit to West Yorkshire yesterday.
 
 
 
 
Mark Burns-Williamson, West Yorkshire’s Police and Crime Commissioner,
said: “I had already said in a statement I had issued yesterday that the
Government reversal around police recruitment appeared to be a tacit
admittance that they had got it wrong over the past 10 years or so, despite
the attempts of Boris Johnson on his visit to West Yorkshire to wash over
his own Government’s legacy on support and funding for policing.
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“I said that before he came, so for him to then use trainee police officers as
the backdrop to what became a political speech was totally inappropriate,
those officers and West Yorkshire Police should not have been put in that
position.
 
“A visit from the Home Secretary which originally started out as a
discussion about the plans for police recruitment, clearly turned into a rant
about Brexit, about the opposition and appeared to be blatant
electioneering, which was completely unacceptable as a last minute
hijacking of the visit by Boris Johnson.
 
“The news of the recruitment drive and the acknowledgment of how officers
and staff have suffered with austerity was completely lost because he was
only interested in getting his own agenda across.
 
“There is no way police officers and staff, who clearly thought it would be all
about police recruitment announcements, should have formed a backdrop to
a speech of that nature.
 
“I have asked the Chief Constable John Robins for a full explanation around
what happened and he is already aware of my dismay and wider concerns
this has created and that the public and the media saw through the attempts
by Boris Johnson to cloak his political speech under the guise of police
recruitment announcements.”
 
 
 
 
Kind regards
 
Dave Iveson
Digital Communications Officer
Int Ext: 
Tel: 
Fax: 
Email: @westyorkshire.pcc.pnn.gov.uk
Follow us on Twitter - @WestYorksOPCC
Like us on Facebook - 'Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner West Yorkshire'
 
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for West Yorkshire Ploughland House, 62 George Street,
Wakefield, WF1 1DL Visit: www.westyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk for more information.
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From: Swift, Nigel
To: Robins, John; Williams, Angela
Subject: RE: Fwd: FW: FW: Questions about Boris Johnson visit... [NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED] [OFFICIAL]
Date: 06 September 2019 06:49:35

John, Angela,

 contacted me last night and we had a bit of an email chat. 

I very much agree with  first point below but will review this morning. 

I think the line about the HO and Martin was right to include but  is obviously
looking at it from an NPCC viewpoint. 

Separately I will be reviewing with my own team around future events having reflected
overnight. 

Regards

Nigel 

On 5 September 2019 at 22:41:12 BST, 
@npcc.pnn.police.uk> wrote:

Hi Nigel,

If I were you I would say very little now, let the story move on.
 Push it back to No10 as organisers.

 You’ll need to respond to the letter from  in slower
time. I think you then want to make the points that it was a launch
of an important campaign to recruit police officers so it’s right
police were part of that launch.  Pleased to welcome Prime
Minister and Home Secretary to meet new recruits/see facilities
etc.  Of course, we are not aware of the content of the speech
before it was made.  You could then say on reflection we regret
the cheographing of the speech with police officers when the
message was political.

I think your line below on HO request and Martin being present
looks a bit defensive and as if you’re trying deflect so would
personally lose that.

Good luck!
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be unlawful.

If you have received this in error, please use the 
reply function to notify us immediately and 
permanently delete the email and any attachment(s) 
from your computer or electronic device.

West Yorkshire Police reserves the rights to routinely 
monitor incoming and outgoing e-mail messages and 
cannot accept liability or responsibility for any 
errors or omissions in the content and, as internet 
communications should not be considered as secure, for 
changes made to this message after it was sent.   

Any views or opinions expressed in this message may 
not be those of the West Yorkshire Police.

This email was scanned for viruses by the West 
Yorkshire Polices' anti-virus services and on leaving 
the Force was found to be virus and malware free.  You 
must take full responsibility for any subsequent virus 
or malware checking.





The Prime Minister and Home Secretary saw the West Yorkshire Police state
of the art training and development facility at Carr Gate.  They then went on to
meet a cohort of new recruits and training staff, who were then present at the
recruitment launch. 
 
Chief Constable John Robins said “West Yorkshire Police has some of the
best training facilities in the country and I am pleased that we were chosen as
the focal point of the national recruitment campaign.  With the recruitment of
these officers over the next few years, we are in a better position to now
deliver the service that the public deserve and expect.”
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1635 Outside 
Courtyard 

Meeting student officers and trainers  
 
Led by: 
 

• T/Chief Inspector Tanya 
Wilkins 

 
To include: 
 

• Short parade inspection 
• Briefing on recruitment 

 
With: 
 

• Assistant Commissioner 
Martin Hewitt 
Chair, National Police Chiefs’ 
Council 

• CC John Robins 
• ACC Angela Williams 
• Mark Burns-Williamson  

 
Escorted to: 

ON CAMERA 
 
The Home Office 
campaign branding 
will be in the 
background of these 
shots 

1700 Stable block Meet Mounted Police Unit students 
and their trainers 
 
Led by: 
 

• Chief Inspector Lisa Kirkland 
 
To include: 
 

• Observe troop drill 
• Hear from mounted students 

about their experience of the 
training  
 

With: 
 

• CC John Robins 
• ACC Angela Williams 
• Mark Burns-Williamson  

 
Escorted to: 

ON CAMERA 
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1715 National Police 
Air Service 
(NPAS) 

Meet the flight crew and hear about 
the National Police Air Service 
 
Led by: 
 

• Chief Superintendent Scott 
Bisset 
 

To include: 
 

• Centralised air support 
provision for the 43 territorial 
police forces in England and 
Wales 
 

With: 
 

• CC John Robins 
• ACC Angela Williams 
• Mark Burns-Williamson  

 
 will escort you to your car. 

 
DEPART 

ON CAMERA 
 
NB. On arrival at 
NPAS, the PM will 
proceed straight to a 
briefing and range of  
media interviews 
while you speak to 
the NPAS team. 

1735 Onward travel to political engagement 
 

1755 Morley and 
Outwood 
Conservatives 
62 Queen 
Street 
Morley 
Leeds 
LS27 8EF 

Drinks reception with Andrea 
Jenkyns MP 
 
This has been organised by your 
political team 

 

1850 Onward travel to your constituency 
 
19.29 train from Wakefield Westgate to Stevenage at 21.05 
Onward travel to Witham by car 
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From:
To: Robins, John; Kingsman, Tim; Williams, Angela
Subject: FW: **UPDATE *** TO BE READ (AM) 5.9.19 [OFFICIAL]
Date: 05 September 2019 00:48:36
Attachments: image001.png

ITINERARY - 5.9.19.docx
Importance: High

Classification: OFFICIAL

Chief, Sir/Ma’am
 
Please see the below, which I have circulated carefully to those identified as specifically involved

in the Visit tomorrow- Thurs 5th Sept 2019, be it in the planning phase (OPS wise) or involved as
meet & greet at specified designated points on site.
 
I will parade on at Carr Gate first thing in the morning, as I am to pick up 
(Specialist Advisor), as they plan to arrive from 1100 hrs and hopefully (I speak through gritted
teeth) that there won’t be any significant changes to be made!
 
I will brief our Staff Officers separately tomorrow, namely (PS  –accompanying Supt

 PS /PS  – will be supervising classrooms 1 &
2. They are aware of their R & R and will be White Shirts, smart appearance etc.
 
If you anticipate any problems/issue with the attached, then please let me know.
 
Chief – when you do speak to the Crime Commissioner tomorrow, please would you brief him
with regards to the access route into Carr Gate

 
P.S I will have Diet Coke!!!
 
Kind Regards
 

 
 | T/Inspector 4824 

Staff Officer to T/Deputy Chief Constable
* Email: @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
( Internal:    External:   Mobile: 
+  Address: West Yorkshire Police, Chief Officer Team, Admin 1, HQ, Wakefield
8 Website: www.westyorkshire.police.uk

       
 
 

From:  
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Sent: 05 September 2019 00:40
To: Arrowsuch, Jonathan @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; 

@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; Bisset, Scott
@npas.pnn.police.uk>; Brooke, Patrick

@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; Cawkwell, Richard
@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; Essell, Roger

@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; Kingsman, Tim
@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; Kirkland, Lisa

@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; 
@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; 

@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; Smart, Nicholas @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>;
Swift, Nigel @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; 

@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; Wilkins, Tanya
@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>; Williams, Angela

@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>
Subject: **UPDATE *** TO BE READ (AM) 5.9.19 [OFFICIAL]
 
Classification: OFFICIAL

Sirs, Ma’am, Colleagues
 

Please refer to the attached as being the confirmed arrangements for the visit on Thurs 5th

September 2019. These arrangements have been confirmed as a result of a late meeting (Weds)
evening. As anticipated, there may well be changes, however, it is hoped that any such changes
will be minimal. We are working towards the below timings, a part walk through was conducted
(Weds) evening, with the intention of conducting a full walk through tomorrow on site, when
both Specialist advisors will arrive & meet with myself at Carr Gate at 1100 hrs.
 
Itinerary is attached – ***This must is not for further circulation *** - please note change of
timings.
 
Few points to note as below.
 
v  Top Car Park as you enter the site on the RHS will be cleared from (am)– to facilitate

vehicles assigned to the Media / dignitaries to use this designated parking area –Action
Owner CI Jon Arrowsuch

 
v  L&OD training courses to finish at 1400 hrs to enable staff to leave the site – Action

Owner Supt Nick Smart
 
v  Canteen to close – at 1400 hrs – Action Owner Supt Nick Smart

 
v  Classrooms 1, 2 (Ground Floor to RHS of reception) booked & to be cleared for our use

from 1300 hrs – to be assigned separately. Action Owner – Supt Nick Smart
These rooms will be used as a holding point as their workstation/depositing of bags etc.

These are assigned as follows:
·         Classroom 1  - media –  (-to be supervised by PS )
·         Classroom 2 – No 10 Entourage and they will take control of the Media – (to be
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supervised by PS 
 
v  Visitors Lounge/room in reception area, to be made available from 1400 hrs . Action

Owner – Supt Nick Smart
This will be used as a holding room with refreshments provided for use by:

·         Assistant Commissioner Martin Hewitt (Chair of NPCC)
·         Police & Crime Commissioner Mark Burns –Williamson
·         MP Andrea Jenkins
·         Supt  shadowing COT / accompanied by PS 

 
v  Gymnasium 1 – not to be used. His will be required as part of the visit and will need to be

set up – see agenda. Action Owner – Supt Nick Smart
A courier will be delivering Chairs which may or may not be used, but either way must be
unloaded and secured inside and at the rear of Gym 1.
 

v  PTI Training Office, opposite Gymnasiums to be made available from 1400 hrs . Action
Owner Supt Nick Smart.

 
v  Touchdown office – next to Supt Smart’s – booked out for use by / 

(HO) /  (HO) all day. Action Owner T/Insp 
 

v  Delegation lists for both parties, including invited media, with names/ verified ID/ Vehicles
details to be provided to CI Jon Arrowsuch for briefing to OPS staff (checkpoint). Action
Owner T/Insp 
 

v  X2 deliveries are expected via courier tomorrow on their behalf, one being the visuals
(banners) quite large and another being 50 chairs to be offloaded (placed in Gym 1
stacked at the rear to await set up. Details of courier /including vehicle (s) used to be
circulated to CI Jon Arrowsuch. Action Owner – T/Insp 
 

v  Patrick Brooke/Nigel Swift to liaise with  at Carr Gate from 1100 hrs to
discuss media strategy/comms – visuals jointly with HO Teams.
 

v  Refreshments for the guests – all arranged
 

v  BIO’s/PEN Pictures – have been provided which include the staff we will provide to meet
the appropriate parties at each designated point during the visit.
 

My personal mobile number, if needed is: 
 
Should there be any further updates, then this will be the group contacts, if I have missed
anyone off the circulation list that ought to be on, then my apologies.
 
Kind Regards
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 | T/Inspector 4824 
Staff Officer to T/Deputy Chief Constable
* Email: @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
( Internal:    External:   Mobile: 
+  Address: West Yorkshire Police, Chief Officer Team, Admin 1, HQ, Wakefield
8 Website: www.westyorkshire.police.uk
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From: Robins, John
To: Bisset, Scott; Bottomley, Simon; Cotter, Steven; Denison, Neil; Joyce, Tyron; Khan, Osman; Langley, Ruth;

McManus, Mark; Miller, Damien; Prentice, John; Sims, Kate;  Sykes, Julie; Thrustle, Paul;
Wallen, Nick; Whitehead, Richard

Cc: @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk); Ware, Daniel; ; Brook, Nigel;
Foster, Russell; Hankinson, Catherine; Kingsman, Tim; Ridley, Mark; Williams, Angela

Subject: Press Release re PM visit yesterday [OFFICIAL]
Date: 06 September 2019 14:26:00

Classification: OFFICIAL

Colleagues,
 
I tried to send this earlier as part of proactive communications with you, but I was having
some network coverage issues.  It’s on our intranet for our staff as well as external.
 
Best wishes,
 
JR
 
 
Yesterday’s visit by the Prime Minister and Home Secretary was to
visit our Carr Gate training facilities, to announce the launch of the
national recruitment campaign for an extra 20,000 police officers. 
 
There were four stages to the visit at four different points on our Carr
Gate site.  These were a visit to the Mounted Section, an informal
meeting with new student officers, a 5 minute speech by the Prime
Minister followed by media questions to launch the recruitment
campaign and a then a visit to the NPAS base where the Prime
Minister was to deliver a 10 minute speech to the media, without
police officers present and take questions (whilst the Home Secretary
would speak to NPAS officers and staff inside).
 
Chief Constable John Robins said “I repeat that I am pleased that we
were chosen as the focal point of the national recruitment campaign
launch, but the good news of extra officers was overshadowed by the
media coverage of other events. 
 
“It was the understanding of West Yorkshire Police that any
involvement of our officers was solely about police officer
recruitment. We had no prior knowledge that it would be broadened
to other issues until it was delivered.
 
Minutes before the speech, we were told that the NPAS visit and
subsequent brief to a small media pool had been cancelled.  I was
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therefore disappointed to see my police officers as a backdrop to the
part of the speech that was not related to recruitment.”
 
“I am proud of the resilience and professionalism of every single one
of our student officers yesterday.  With the recruitment of additional
officers alongside them over the next few years, we will hopefully be
in a better position to now deliver the service that the public deserve
and expect.”
 



From: Robins, John
To: Grandison, Craig
Subject: RE: Boris Johnson"s speech in front of police trainees in West Yorkshire [OFFICIAL]
Date: 06 September 2019 07:00:00

Classification: OFFICIAL

Thanks Craig
 

From: Grandison, Craig @wypf.polfed.org> 
Sent: 05 September 2019 20:13
To: Robins, John @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>
Subject: Fwd: Boris Johnson's speech in front of police trainees in West Yorkshire
 
Sir
 
For your information, the below is being put out by PFEW nationally, with our local one
referenced. 
 
Kind Regards
 
Craig
 
Craig Grandison
West Yorkshire Police Federation
Vice Chairman & Treasurer
Trenarren
3 Eastmoor Road
Wakefield
WF1 3RY
01924 295493/4/5

@wypf.polfed.org
www.wypf.polfed.org
 

From:  - POLFED HQ < @polfed.org>
Sent: Thursday, September 5, 2019 20:03
To: National Board; National Council
Cc: Communications - POLFED HQ
Subject: Boris Johnson's speech in front of police trainees in West Yorkshire
 
 
**Sent on behalf of National Chair John Apter and National Vice-Chair Che Donald**
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Dear all
 
We have had numerous calls this evening re a political speech that was made by Boris Johnson in
West Yorkshire this afternoon – on the day that the Home Office announced their recruitment
drive, Brexit became the focus.  The speech was made in front of a group of trainee police
officers who had been standing for quite some time, resulting in one officer fainting.  John Apter
has been in contact re the officer’s welfare and we are told she is fine.
 
We do not want to get drawn into further politics around Brexit and initially made the decision
not want to comment but we have decided to issue the following on an ‘if asked’ basis.  We will
not be commenting further and will not be facilitating interviews on the matter.
 
John Apter, National Chair, Police Federation of England and Wales said: 
“I am surprised that police officers were used as a backdrop for a political speech in this way. 
I am sure that on reflection all concerned will agree that this was the wrong decision and it is
disappointing that the focus has been taken away from the recruitment of 20,000 officers.
This is what we should be talking about, this is what is important.”
 
Please see below West Yorkshire Police Federation’s statement (attributed to Martis Media);
Craig Grandison, Vice Chairman of West Yorkshire Police Federation, said: “Thank you to those
who have been in touch regarding the welfare of our colleague in Wakefield. We are pleased to
say she is ok and the Federation is looking after her wellbeing. 
 
“Today’s event was supposed to be centred on Police Recruitment and additional investment in
the service, which is much needed. We are in touch with the force regarding today’s events and
will be making no further comment.”
 
I know you appreciate that we need to strike a balance whilst remaining a-political – our
members come first and must remain our focus.
 
Thank you for your support,
John Apter and Che Donald
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From: Swift, Nigel
To: Robins, John
Subject: RE: DRAFT [OFFICIAL]
Date: 06 September 2019 10:29:39

Classification: OFFICIAL

 
Yesterday’s visit by the Prime Minister and Home Secretary was to
visit our Carr Gate training facilities, to announce the launch of the
national recruitment campaign for an extra 20,000 police officers. 
 
There were four stages to the visit at four different points on our Carr
Gate site.  These were a visit to the Mounted Section, an informal
meeting with new student officers, a five minute speech by the Prime
Minister followed by media questions to launch the recruitment
campaign and a then a visit to the NPAS base where the Prime
Minister was to deliver a 10 minute speech to the media, without
police officers present and take questions (whilst the Home Secretary
would speak to NPAS officers and staff inside).
 
Chief Constable John Robins said “I repeat that I am pleased that we
were chosen as the focal point of the national recruitment campaign
launch, but the good news of extra officers was overshadowed by the
media coverage of other events. 
 
“It was the understanding of West Yorkshire Police that any
involvement of our officers was solely about police officer
recruitment. We had no prior knowledge that it would be broadened
to other issues until it was delivered.
 
Minutes before the speech, we were told that the NPAS visit and
subsequent brief to a small media pool had been cancelled.  I was
therefore disappointed to see my police officers as a backdrop to the
part of the speech that was not related to recruitment”
 
“I am proud of the resilience and professionalism of every single one
of our student officers yesterday.  With the recruitment of additional
officers alongside them over the next few years, we will be in a better
position to now deliver the service that the public deserve and
expect.”
 



 
 
Nigel Swift
Head of Corporate Communications
Corporate Services
West Yorkshire Police
 

 
Have you signed up yet for West Yorkshire Community Alerts?
 
www.westyorkshire.police.uk
 

From: Robins, John  @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk> 
Sent: 06 September 2019 10:03
To: Swift, Nigel  @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>
Cc:  @westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk>
Subject: DRAFT [OFFICIAL]
 
Classification: OFFICIAL

Nigel – DRAFT – text when you have sent it back.  John
 
 
Yesterday’s visit by the Prime Minister and Home Secretary was to visit our Carr Gate
training facilities and to announce the launch of the recruitment campaign for an extra
20,000 new police officers. 
 
There were four stages to the visit at four different venues on our Carr Gate site.  These
were a visit to the Mounted Section, a meeting informally with new student officers, a five
minute speech by the Prime Minister followed by media questions to launch the
recruitment campaign and a then a visit to the NPAS base where the Prime Minister was to
deliver a 10 minute speech to the media without police officers present and take questions
(whilst the Home Secretary would speak to NPAS officers and staff inside).
 
Chief Constable John Robins said “I repeat that I am pleased that we were chosen as the
focal point of the national recruitment campaign launch, but the good news of extra
officers has sadly been sadly overtaken by other events. 
 
“It was the understanding of West Yorkshire Police that the speech with police officers as
a backdrop was solely about police officer recruitment.  Only minutes before walking out
were we told that the second speech and media questions had been cancelled.  I was
therefore disappointed to see my police officers as a backdrop to the part of the speech that
was not related to recruitment”
 
“I am proud of the resilience and professionalism of every single one of our student
officers yesterday.  With the recruitment of additional officers alongside them over the
next few years, we will be in a better position to now deliver the service that the public
deserve and expect.”
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This was a pre-arranged visit by the Prime Minister and Home Secretary to
announce the launch of the recruitment campaign for an extra 20,000 new
police officers.  The launch in West Yorkshire was in conjunction with a
Home Office request and Martin Hewitt, Chair of the National Police Chief’s
Council was also present.
 
The Prime Minister and Home Secretary saw the West Yorkshire Police state
of the art training and development facility at Carr Gate.  They then went on to
meet a cohort of new recruits and training staff, who were then present at the
recruitment launch. 
 
Chief Constable John Robins said “West Yorkshire Police has some of the
best training facilities in the country and I am pleased that we were chosen as
the focal point of the national recruitment campaign.  With the recruitment of
these officers over the next few years, we are in a better position to now
deliver the service that the public deserve and expect.”

 
Are You Interested In Being A Special Constable - Click To Find Out More 
http://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/bespecial 
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