
 

 
 
 
Our ref: 3618/19 
 
I would like to know the number of racially / religiously motivated hate crimes by neighbourhood (or 
alternatively, local authority district) by year in each calendar year from 2004 to 2018 (or all the available 
years in this period for which the information is available). 
 
Please see the attached document. 
 
A hate crime is any criminal offence which is perceived by the victim or any other person, to be 
motivated by a hostility or prejudice based on a person's disability, race, religion, sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 
 
Please note recent increases in hate crime are predominantly associated with administrative change in 
relation to Force crime recording processes which have resulted in an increased likelihood of a crime 
being recorded following an incident report to the Police. Crime increases have been reported across a 
number of crime types this year and the increases in hate crime follow a similar pattern to related 
offences such as public order and low level violence without injury. The force has made improvements to 
how information about hate incidents is recorded. A number of sub-categories for the recording of faith 
and disability hate crimes are being introduced to get a better understanding of the impact of national 
and international events on local communities and improve and target services for victims.  
 
Recent publicity may also have encouraged victims of hate incidents and crimes to come forward and 
report their experience to the police. West Yorkshire Police support the annual Hate Crime Awareness 
Week in partnership with the Police and Crime Commissioner in order to highlight the issue of hate 
crime. The campaign aims to give people a better understanding of what hate crime is and encourage 
victims of hate incidents to report them. 
 
As part of our commitment to making communities safer and feel safer, West Yorkshire Police is 
committed to engaging with communities to increase the under-reporting of hate crimes and hate 
incidents. West Yorkshire Police employs specialist Hate Crime Co-ordinators across districts in order to 
assist investigating officers in identifying perpetrators, providing after-care support for victims and to 
work with communities to increase awareness of hate crime and reporting mechanisms. They also 
engage in joint working with partners such as local councils, Victim Support and the 142 third party Hate 
Incident Reporting Centres (HIRCs). HIRCs offer anyone who has experienced or witnessed a hate 
crime / incident the opportunity to report it in an alternative location to a Police Station. 
 
 



Race / Religiously Motivated Crime, 01/01/2004 to 31/12/2018

Notes

Crime figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which:

 - were not subsequently cancelled

 - were flagged as a RACE HATE or RELIGIOUS HATE or

 - were classified as one of the following offences:

        8P Racially or religiously aggravated assault with injury

        8M Racially or religiously aggravated harassment

        9B Racially or religiously aggravated public fear, alarm or distress

        58J Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage

        105B Racially or religiously aggravated assault without injury

These figures may be subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancelling and will therefore change over time

Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime

Year Bradford Calderdale Kirklees Leeds Wakefield Total

2004 598 221 441 813 272 2345

2005 739 259 481 1096 373 2948

2006 702 245 593 1103 374 3017

2007 687 246 526 1101 333 2893

2008 529 186 438 925 249 2327

2009 512 178 373 916 265 2244

2010 468 158 355 872 301 2154

2011 445 122 320 726 200 1813

2012 460 106 328 682 201 1777

2013 430 127 302 669 178 1706

2014 426 129 291 635 192 1673

2015 835 243 482 1099 307 2966

2016 1120 335 805 1570 449 4279

2017 1442 355 880 1781 526 4984

2018 1779 482 1029 2545 711 6546
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