
 

 
 
 
Our ref: 4756/19 
 
1. How many disability hate crimes have been recorded by your police force for the last two financial 
years –2017/18 and 2018/19? 
2. How many during each financial year concerned acts of violence against a person? 
3. How many incidents of disability hate crime were recorded as taking place online in each financial 
year? 
4. How many of the recorded hate crimes in each financial year were referred to CPS for a charging 
decision and how many were dealt with by out of court disposals? 
5. How many of the recorded online hate crimes in each financial year were referred to CPS for a 
charging decision and how many were dealt with by out of court disposals? 
 
Please see the attached document. 
 
Please note in relation to the attached information the cyber enabled flag is an underused flag therefore 
there may be more crimes not captured by this response. 
 
A hate crime is any criminal offence which is perceived by the victim or any other person, to be 
motivated by a hostility or prejudice based on a person's disability, race, religion, sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 
 
Please note recent increases in hate crime are predominantly associated with administrative change in 
relation to Force crime recording processes which have resulted in an increased likelihood of a crime 
being recorded following an incident report to the Police. Crime increases have been reported across a 
number of crime types this year and the increases in hate crime follow a similar pattern to related 
offences such as public order and low level violence without injury. The force has made improvements to 
how information about hate incidents is recorded. A number of sub-categories for the recording of faith 
and disability hate crimes are being introduced to get a better understanding of the impact of national 
and international events on local communities and improve and target services for victims. 
 
Recent publicity may also have encouraged victims of hate incidents and crimes to come forward and 
report their experience to the police. West Yorkshire Police support the annual Hate Crime Awareness 
Week in partnership with the Police and Crime Commissioner in order to highlight the issue of hate 
crime. The campaign aims to give people a better understanding of what hate crime is and encourage 
victims of hate incidents to report them. 
 
As part of our commitment to making communities safer and feel safer, West Yorkshire Police is 
committed to engaging with communities to increase the under-reporting of hate crimes and hate 
incidents. West Yorkshire Police employs specialist Hate Crime Co-ordinators across districts in order to 
assist investigating officers in identifying perpetrators, providing after-care support for victims and to 
work with communities to increase awareness of hate crime and reporting mechanisms. They also 
engage in joint working with partners such as local councils, Victim Support and the 142 third party Hate 
Incident Reporting Centres (HIRCs). HIRCs offer anyone who has experienced or witnessed a hate 
crime / incident the opportunity to report it in an alternative location to a Police Station. 
 
 



Disability Hate Crime, 01/04/2017 to 31/03/2019

Notes

Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which:

 - were not subsequently cancelled

 - were a DISABILITY HATE crime

Cyber enabled crimes are those with the CYBER ENABLED FLAG = Y

All outcomes for the crimes over the period have been provided

Outcomes as at 29/07/2019

These figures may be subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancelling and will therefore change over time

Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime

Disability Hate Crime 2017/18 2018/19

Total 534 819

Of which, Violence against the person crimes 206 396

Outcome of Disability Hate Crime 2017/18 2018/19

1. Charge/Summons 9 10

2. Youth Caution 0 2

3. Adult Caution 2 2

8. Community Resolution 10 10

10. Action not in public interest (Police) 1 0

11. Prosecution prevented: Suspect too young 6 2

13. Prosecution prevented: Victim/witness deceased/too ill 2 0

14. Evidential difficulties: No suspect ID (Victim based) 15 20

15. Evidential difficulties: Suspect ID 123 224

16. Evidential difficulties: Suspect ID (Victim based) 135 212

17. Prosecution time limit expired 2 0

18. Investigation complete: No suspect ID 165 253

20. Action undertaken by another body/agency 4 10

21. Further investigation not in public interest 6 1

0. Ongoing 54 73

Disability Hate Crime, of which are Cyber Enabled

Cyber Enabled Disability Hate Crimes 2017/18 2018/19

Total 29 62

Outcome of Cyber Enabled Disability Hate Crime 2017/18 2018/19

1. Charge/Summons 0 0

2. Youth Caution 0 1

3. Adult Caution 0 0

8. Community Resolution 2 3



10. Action not in public interest (Police) 0 0

11. Prosecution prevented: Suspect too young 0 0

13. Prosecution prevented: Victim/witness deceased/too ill 0 0

14. Evidential difficulties: No suspect ID (Victim based) 0 2

15. Evidential difficulties: Suspect ID 9 10

16. Evidential difficulties: Suspect ID (Victim based) 12 19

17. Prosecution time limit expired 0 0

18. Investigation complete: No suspect ID 4 19

20. Action undertaken by another body/agency 0 2

21. Further investigation not in public interest 1 0

0. Ongoing 1 6
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