
 

 
 
Our ref: 6099/19 
 
I am requesting information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 about the disappearance of 
David Binns who disappeared on the 9th of September 2010 Last known location Flamborough Head.  
Could you please search your records and supply me with the answers to. 
1,  What is the Incident number 
 
13100379366 
 
2,  How long did the search last? 
 
Extensive searches were carried out across several locations by forces. 
 
3, Were trained Police dogs used in this search 
 
There is no mention of the use of dogs on this record, however this is not to say they were never called 
upon. 
 
4, How many Officers were initially called to the scene, and how many were involved in the case as a 
whole? 
 
There is no information held on how many officers came into contact or assisted on this case. 
 
5, Were CID involved at any point. 
 
Yes CID did have some involvement with this case. 
 
6, Were any Organisations outside of the Police involved in the search, if so please list them all? 
7, No body was ever found, what were the conclusions of the Police in this case? 
   
Unfortunately, West Yorkshire Police are unable to provide you with the information requested, this is 
exempt by virtue of Section 30 (1) (b) Investigations and Proceedings Conducted by Public Authorities.  
Please see Appendix A, for the full legislative explanation as to why West Yorkshire Police are unable to 
provide the information.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Appendix A 
  
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 creates a statutory right of access to information held by public 
authorities.  A public authority in receipt of a request must, if permitted, state under Section 1(a) of  the 
Act, whether it holds the requested information and, if held, then communicate that information to the 
applicant under Section 1(b) of the Act.  
  
The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of exemptions 
which are designed to enable public authorities, to withhold information that is unsuitable for release. 
Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public domain. Information is granted to one 
person under the Act, it is then considered public information and must be communicated to any 
individual, should a request be received.  
  
DECISION  
  
Your request for information has been considered and I regret to inform you that West Yorkshire Police 
cannot comply.  This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000.    
  
Section 17 of the Act provides:  
  
(1)  A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a claim 
that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with Section 1(1), give the 
applicant a notice which:-  
  
(a) States the fact,  
(b) Specifies the exemption in question, and  
(c) States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies.  
  
REASONS FOR DECISION  
  
The reason that we are unable to provide you with this information is covered by the following   
Exemption:  
  
Section 30 (1) (b) Investigations and Proceedings Conducted by Public Authorities 
 
Section 30 is a qualified class based exemption and as such requires a public interest test to be 
conducted. 
 
 
Public interest test 
 
Factors favouring disclosure 
Disclosure of the requested information would adhere to the basic principles of openness and 
transparency. 
 
Factors favouring non-disclosure 
Disclosure of the information requested in the final two questions of this request would be disclosing 
specific details from an investigation. These details may jeopardise any criminal proceedings that could 
arise from the investigation, undermine the forces ability to conduct investigations effectively. The 
information requested is held by West Yorkshire Police for the purpose of investigating the 
circumstances of the missing person. 
 
Balance test 
Missing person cases are high in public interest, however this must be weighed against the potential to 
undermine these cases and there proceedings through disclosures. To disclose the information 
requested would jeopardise any potential future proceedings arising from this investigation. Therefore it 
is for this reason I believe balance lies in favour of non-disclosure at this time. 


