
 

 
 
Our ref: 7516/19 
 
Could you please tell me how many sexual assaults were recorded in hospitals in your area in each year 
since 2014? 
Could you also please specify how many in each year were recorded as rape? 
If possible, could you also please tell me the types of wards or hospitals in which the assaults took 
place? Whether for instance they were in psychiatric hospitals, or childrens' hospitals, etc. 
Clarification 
All sexual offences 
 
Please see the table below showing sexual offences in hospitals, 01/01/2014 to 30/11/2019. 
 

Year Rape Other sexual 
offences 

2014 3 24 

2015 2 27 

2016 10 32 

2017 15 38 

2018 11 38 

2019 16 29 

 
Please note; 
We do not record the type of hospital   
Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which:   
 - were not subsequently cancelled   
 - were classified as 'Sexual offences'   
 - had a location qualifier of 'HOSPITAL'   
Figures are subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancellation, and may therefore change 
over time   
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime    
 
 
The table above indicates where an offence was recorded as a sexual offence or rape with a location 
identifier of ‘hospital’, however, this should not be interpreted to mean that the offence took place within 
a hospital building, or that the offender/victim was a patient and/or employee at that hospital.  
Location identifiers can be subjective, and open to the interpretation of the individual recording a crime. It 
should therefore be noted that the identifier can be used in a wide variety of facilities. 
There may be additional offences whereby the location qualifier has not been used and as such they are 
not captured within this response.  
 
The year column relates to the year in which an offence was reported to West Yorkshire Police, and will 
not always indicate the year in which the offence occurred (i.e. historic offences).  
To locate all other offences recorded where there is a possibility that sexual offence or rape was the 
potential aim of a suspect, then all ‘hospital’ offences would need to be manually read, which would 
result in a section 12 exceeds cost response  
 
Crimes relating to sexual abuse are taken very seriously by West Yorkshire Police. Specially trained 
officers are responsible for the investigation of these offences and are situated within both 
District Safeguarding Units and Protective Services (Crime), a specialist department which deals with 
complex investigations. 
  
All investigations involving victims of sexual abuse, regardless of the age of the person responsible, are 
dealt within a multi-agency setting, involving our statutory safeguarding partners. This approach allows 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime


 

not only for an effective investigation but ensures appropriate safeguarding measures are considered for 
any person deemed to be at risk. 
 
Over the last 5 years there has been an increase in sexual offences recorded, some of which will be as a 
result of improved crime recording but also due to recent, well publicised national cases which have 
given victims the confidence to report crimes knowing that their reports will be taken seriously.  These 
offences may have taken place many years before the survivor of abuse feels able to report the matter to 
the police.  Any historical reports receive the same level of investigation and response from specialist 
officers in West Yorkshire Police as recent reports do.  Crimes are recorded within the yearly data of the 
time they get reported however the offence reflects the age of the victim at the time of the offence. 
 
West Yorkshire Police strives to treat all victims equally, ensuring that they receive the best possible 
care from all officers and staff.  All victims are offered appropriate specialist after care support services 
to ensure they receive support throughout the criminal justice process. 
 
 
 


