
 

 
 
Our ref: 7601/19 
 
I would be grateful if you provide the following information relating to the use of voluntary interviews (also 
known as voluntary attendance or ‘caution plus 3’) by your police force.  
For each of the individual 12 months from April 2018 to March 2019 inclusive: 
1. The total number of voluntary interviews of adult suspects (aged 18 or over) 
2.The total number of voluntary interviews of adult  suspects (aged 18 or over), in which the need for an 
appropriate adult (under PACE Code C) was recorded. 
I would be grateful if you provide the following information relating to the use of police custody by your 
police force.  
For each of the individual 12 months from April 2018 to March 2019 inclusive: 
1.The total number of authorised detentions of adult suspects (aged 18 or over)  
2.The total number of authorised detentions of adult suspects (aged 18 or over) in which the need for an 
appropriate adult (under PACE Code C) was recorded. 
 
Please see the table below showing arrests and voluntary attendances, where suspects aged 18 or over, 
01/01/2018 to 31/03/2019. 
 

Number of voluntary 
attendances 

12,147 

Number of arrests 42,900 

 - appropriate adults 1,780 

 
Notes  
Voluntary attendance figure represents the number of voluntary attendances recorded (not individuals) 
during the period where:  
 - the person attending was aged 18 or over at the time of arrest  
Appropriate adult data is not available for voluntary attendance, this is explained below  
Number of arrests represents the number of arrests made (not individuals) during the period where:  
 - the detainee was aged 18 or over at the time of arrest  
Appropriate adult figure represents the number of those records in which the risk assessment question 
"Is an appropriate adult required?" has been answered positively  
 
The voluntary attendance (VA) reports do not record the appropriate adult requirements on a risk 
assessment in the same manner as custody records. There is a template which is free text and to 
determine which are completed for the inclusion of an appropriate adult and which are not would require 
a manual search of every VA record. This would exceed the costs stipulated within the act therefore 
engaging a Section 12 exemption. 
 
When detainees are booked into custody, they undergo a thorough risk assessment which assists in 
identifying whether an adult needs the support of an appropriate adult during their time in custody. 
 
West Yorkshire Police have access to healthcare professionals to assist in both supporting and 
identifying vulnerable adults in custody and all our custody officers are trained in the area of vulnerability 
including complying with the recent changes to the definition included in the Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act 1984. 
 
 
 
 


