
 

 
 
Our ref: 7868/19 
 
Could you please provide details of any plans the force has to commission any new buildings in the next 
18 months? 
 
West Yorkshire Police are currently working on two new schemes, one of these is a new police station in 
Keighley.  
  
Unfortunately, West Yorkshire Police are unable to provide you with the information regarding the 
second as this is exempt by virtue of Section 43 (2) Commercial Interests. 
Please see Appendix A, for the full legislative explanation as to why West Yorkshire Police are unable to 
provide the information.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Appendix A 

  
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 creates a statutory right of access to information held by public 
authorities.  A public authority in receipt of a request must, if permitted, state under Section 1(a) of  the 
Act, whether it holds the requested information and, if held, then communicate that information to the 
applicant under Section 1(b) of the Act.  
  
The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of exemptions 
which are designed to enable public authorities, to withhold information that is unsuitable for release. 
Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public domain. Information is granted to one 
person under the Act, it is then considered public information and must be communicated to any 
individual, should a request be received.  
  
DECISION  
  
Your request for information has been considered and I regret to inform you that West Yorkshire Police 
cannot comply.  This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000.    
  
Section 17 of the Act provides:  
  
(1)  A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a claim 
that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with Section 1(1), give the 
applicant a notice which:-  
  
(a) States the fact,  
(b) Specifies the exemption in question, and  
(c) States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies.  
  
REASONS FOR DECISION  
  
The reason that we are unable to provide you with this information is covered by the following   
Exemption:  



 

  
Section 43 (2) Commercial Interests 
 
Section 43 is a qualified class based exemption, therefore requires the public interest test to be 
considered. 
 
Public interest test 
 
Factors favouring disclosure 
The public have a right to know what public funds are being spent on and how this will benefit their 
communities. 
 
Factors favouring non-disclosure 
Disclosure of the information regarding the second potential scheme would undermine the process 
carried out that enables West Yorkshire Police to secure and facilitate new buildings. Undermining this 
process would also diminish the trust and confidence of any third parties involved in the process. This is 
turn would result in West Yorkshire Police not being able to achieve value for money, meaning public 
funds are further stretched to meet the needs of the force.  
 
Balance test 
Although there is a strong public interest in what public funds are used for, a disclosure in this case 
would undermine the forces ability to get the best value for money. This would mean the forces funds are 
further stretched to meet the demands faced by West Yorkshire Police. Any disclosure that will diminish 
the trust of third parties involved in the process must not be made as it would damage future potential 
schemes. Therefore it is my belief that balance lies in favour of non-disclosure at this time. 
 


