
 

 
 
Our ref: 726/20 
 
I would like to request the following information, broken down by year, for each of the last two calendar 
years (2018 and 2019): 
 
1) How many crimes were recorded by the force relating to child grooming charges including the 

offence of “attempting to meet a child following sexual grooming” 
2) What was the outcome of these cases? How many people were charged or summonsed for the 

offence of “attempting to meet a child following sexual grooming”? 
 
Please see the attached document. 
 

3) How many of the cases in each of Q1 and Q2 involved evidence obtained by online child abuse 
activist groups (commonly known as paedophile hunters or paedophile vigilantes)? 

 
Of the 37 cases resulting in a charge, 26 of them involved evidence which was provided by Online Child 
sexual exploitation Activist Group’s (OCAG’s).  
 
West Yorkshire Police are duty bound to investigate crime when it is reported and this would include 
examining any evidence presented that would either support or undermine the prosecution case. 
However, we are unable to state what evidence was used and to what extent, if any, that evidence was 
instrumental in securing a prosecution.  
 
Sexual offences are taken very seriously by West Yorkshire Police. Specially trained officers are 
responsible for the investigation of these offences and are situated within both District Safeguarding 
Units and Protective Services (Crime), a specialist department which deals with complex investigations.  
 
The activities undertaken by these groups area carry a high risk. Creating alternative routes for  
disclosure of offences undermines the aim of the police service to improve victim confidence in reporting 
directly to police. 
 
The techniques used by OCAG’s would not in all cases be acceptable police investigative tactics. When  
groups use a child aged under 18 years to speak to offenders or act as a “Decoy”, the child is likely to  
be subjected to significant harm. Some might involve criminality on the part of the OCAG’s, for example  
publication of an indecent image of a child in order to gain the trust of a “target”. The offence of  
“Causing or inciting a child to engage in sexual activity contrary to sections 8 or 10 of the Sexual  
Offences Act 2003 will be committed. If groups download or share indecent images of children, they will  
commit a criminal offence contrary to S1 of the Protection of Children Act 1978 / S160 of the Criminal  
Justice Act 1988 regardless of their reasons. 
 
When groups actively encourage a target to commit a crime evidence will have been obtained unfairly. 
This may lead to an innocent person being targeted. If a group’s decoy presents anything beyond an 
“unexceptional opportunity to commit a crime” the evidence is likely to be excluded by a Judge under 
Section 78 of PACE.  
 
Proper standards of victim care, or indeed managing the welfare of people exposing themselves to child 
abuse material, will largely be absent and cannot be assured in any case.  
 
There is no way of ensuring that OCAG’s will target their activity accurately against online paedophile 
activity. The wrong people may be “exposed” or their privacy invaded, either by mistake or with other 
intent.      
 
When groups arrange a confrontation and do not inform the police immediately, they are putting 
themselves and other members of the public at risk. The use of unreasonable physical force, violence or 
the threat of violence at any time is a criminal offence. In situations where groups have prior knowledge 
of a meeting, the powers of arrest available to members of the public to make a “citizen’s arrest” would 



 

not apply as it would have been both reasonable and practical for the police to make the arrest had they 
have been informed in advance. Every member of the public has a moral obligation to ensure 
information regarding someone posing a risk to children should be passed to the Police at the earliest 
opportunity.  
 
 
 
 
 



Recorded crimes of sexual grooming, 01/01/2018 to 31/12/2019

Crimes  - charged Crimes  - charged
Engage in sexual communication with a child 184 3 173 2
Adult attempt to meet a girl under 16 years of age following grooming 35 11 26 2
Adult meet a girl under 16 years of age following grooming 27 2 17 2
Adult attempt to engage in sexual communication with a child 14 8 20 3
Adult meet a boy under 16 years of age following grooming 3 0 4 0
Adult attempt to meet a boy under 16 years of age following grooming 7 2 6 2

Notes
Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which:
 - were not subsequently cancelled
 - were recorded under 88A Sexual Grooming
Charged figures represent the number of those offences which resulted in a charge/summons outcome (as at 09/01/2020)
Figures are subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancellation, and may therefore change over time
Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime
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