
 

 

 

 

Our ref: 5447/20  

 
How many registered sex offenders reside in your Policing area and what, if any, risk category in which 
they are placed, i.e. low, medium, high. 
Of these, how many are subject to either a Sexual Harm Prevention Order or a Sexual Offence 
Prevention Order, breaking that figure down by Order type. 

 

West Yorkshire Police currently manage 2,981 registered sex offenders in the community. Of those 38 
are assessed as being very high risk, 463 high risk, 1221 medium risk and 1259 low risk. 

 

Each RSO has an individual risk management plan and West Yorkshire Police works in partnership with 
agencies to reduce that risk and keep the public safe. 
The total number of RSO’s by risk level are routinely published via MAPPA annual reports per area, see 
link below; 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/84342 
2/West_Yorkshire_MAPPA_Annual_Report_2018-2019.pdf 

 

West Yorkshire Police currently have 1,734 offenders subject to a SHPO. 
 

The SOA 2003 was amended by the Anti-Social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014 (ASBCPA) 
which introduced Sexual Harm Prevention Orders (SHPOs) in place of Sexual Offences Prevention 
Orders (SOPOs). The ASBCPA also states that at the end of the period of 5 years from the 
commencement date (i.e. on 08 March 2020) any SOPO that is still in force is converted into an SHPO 
containing the same provisions (s114(5) ASBCPA). As a result no offender can be considered as being 
subject to a SOPO, all orders are now referred to as SHPOs 

 
How many staff do you have monitoring these subjects throughout your policing area? 

 

West Yorkshire Police currently employ 78 individuals as front line reviewing officers which equates to 68 
FTE (Full Time Equivalent posts) these officers are supported by clerical staff across the 5 districts and 
additional staff members at the central hub. 
In addition these teams, which are spread across the 5 districts of the force are supervised by Sergeants 
and Detective Inspectors. Other specialist staff such as Digital Media Investigators (DMIs) are also 
available to assist staff if required. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/843422/West_Yorkshire_MAPPA_Annual_Report_2018-2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/843422/West_Yorkshire_MAPPA_Annual_Report_2018-2019.pdf


 

 

How often do those staff members visit the offenders to conduct a review of their IT equipment to look for 
breaches of their orders? 

 

The frequency of any visits to a Registered Sex Offender are bespoke to that individual and are specified 
in that individuals Risk Management Plan (RMP). This plan draws on numerous factors relating to the 
individual such as the presence of both risk and protective factors as well as statistical risk assessment. 
The formulation of the RMP is a multi-agency process where other agencies are involved in supporting 
or supervising the individual. There is no prescribed regime of visits nor a minimum or maximum 
number. 

 
How long, in hours, does each visit take from leaving the police station to returning and do they travel 
alone or in pairs? 

 
As above each visit is specified to each individual, additionally there is no information held relating to 
hours of travel from each visit conducted by the force. 

 

Details of any computer monitoring software used by your Police force to monitor the internet use of sex 
offenders, specifically, those convicted of a sexual offence and whom have a Sexual Harm Prevention 
Order or a Sexual Offence Prevention Order. 
Technical details (or a copy) of any information as to how that software works/performs its function(s). 
Details (or the policy/framework) on the implementation and/or roll-out of such software. 
Details (or the policy) on how this software accommodates the legal exemption from monitoring of legally 
privileged communication or communication which is medically or legally related, and adheres to the 
ECHR Article 8 rights of the person subject to such monitoring 
Details (including a copy) of any legal guidance or advice supplied to yourselves - if any exists - in 
relation to the legality of the use of such software in light of the aforementioned Article 8 rights and the 
legal right of the person being monitored to both legal privilege and medical confidentiality; 
Details (or a copy) of the total costs associated with this software, paid either by the offender or your 
Police force, from implementation to date. 
Details (or a copy) of when this service began and is due to end. 
Details (or a copy) of any hard or soft costs associated with staff travelling to/from a visit to an offender. 
Details of how many offenders this software service currently applies to and how many new users are 
projected to be using the software within the next 12-18 months. 

 

West Yorkshire Police do not currently utilise remote monitoring software, therefore no information is 
held in relation to the above questions. 
It is important to note that remote monitoring is one of many approaches when managing RSOs. 

 
 

 


