
 

 

Our ref: 5986/20  
 
I am undertaking research and I wondered if West Yorkshire Police has 2020 data for;- 
Police use of force;- 
-handcuffing 
-grab (unarmed) 
-restraint (unarmed) 
-baton 
-PAVA 
-taser 

 
I am doing some research and wanted the total number of Use of Force reports submitted by West 
Yorkshire police, for the period 1.1.2019 – 31.5.2019 and 1.1.2020 and 31.5.2020. I would like the 
figures broken down into months if possible. 

 
Please see the table below: 

 
Use of Force 01/01/2020 to 30/09/2020 

 

Tactic 
Tactical 
Communications Handcuffing 

Unarmed 
skills 

Ground 
Restraint 

Baton 
used 

Irritant spray 
- PAVA used 

C.E.D. 

Jan-19 1,007 1,048 559 75 8 45 58 

Feb-19 815 819 451 56 3 53 48 

Mar-19 983 978 559 57 5 86 79 

Apr-19 932 887 523 56 4 75 87 

May-19 806 774 468 51 6 79 68 

Jan-20 1,020 1,168 627 77 8 53 52 

Feb-20 1,224 1,337 609 97 3 57 62 

Mar-20 1,443 1,685 698 82 8 74 64 

Apr-20 1,602 1,829 819 109 8 88 90 

May-20 2,038 2,252 1,034 116 11 103 84 



 

 

The figures represent the number of forms where the tactic is recorded one or more times on use of 
force forms during the period. There was a total of 6,528 forms submitted in the period January to May 
2019 and 11,116 forms submitted between January and May 2020. 
- more than one tactic can be recorded on one form 
- handcuffing includes both compliant and non-compliant handcuffing 
- CED is Conducted Energy Devices (Taser) include all types of use: 

- Drawn 
- Aimed 
- Red-dotted 
- Arced 
- Drive-stun 
- Angled drive-stun 

- Fired 
 
West Yorkshire Police are committed to providing a quality service to the public and meeting our 
objective of reducing crime, protecting the vulnerable and providing reassurance to make West Yorkshire 
safe and feel safer. Officers receive yearly training covering the legitimate, reasonable and proportionate 
use of force based on the threat, harm and risk encountered, recording this fact by completion of a 
national Use of Force reporting form. 

 

This training includes the use of handcuffs and irritant spray and provides awareness of ABD. Specially 
Trained Officers receive yearly training in order to be accredited to carry the Conductive energy Device 
(Taser). The West Yorkshire Police extracts data from each of these forms and retains this information. 
Since 1st April 2018 the data has formed part of an annual return of all Use of Force data to the Home 
Office. 

 

In terms of the Conductive energy Device The Force Chief Officer Team continue to monitor the use of 
Taser on a daily basis for firing and drive stuns and on a monthly basis in terms of overall use and 
trends. Additionally a Chief Inspector in every police area is responsible for reviewing every use of Taser 
by their staff. 

 

West Yorkshire Police have maintained strategic focus upon Taser and have continued to ensure that 
West Yorkshire Officers follow a Criteria for Use. This very much enhances its proportionate and 
legitimate application. We feel that this serves to protect the public and support officers who often find 
themselves in a position of making some very challenging decisions in difficult circumstances. 

 
 


