
 

 

Our ref: 5603/20  

Could I please request the following for the time period to January 1st 2020 to September 30th 2020 
 
• All child abduction and kidnapping related calls received by your force. 
• All recorded incidents of child abduction by a parent (category 13/1), and the duration of these 
incidents, and if harm occurred (please note if they are ongoing). 
• The number of recorded individuals who were victims of child abduction by a parent 
• All recorded incidents of child abduction by other persons (category 13/2) and the duration of these 
incidents, and if harm occurred (please note if they are ongoing). 
• The number of recorded in individuals who were victims of child abduction by other persons. 
• All recorded incidents of the kidnapping of a person under the age of 18, with data for categories 36/1, 
36/3, and 35/5. 
• All recorded under 18 victims of kidnapping. 

 
Please see the attached document. 

 
The term ‘Child Abduction’ covers a range of circumstances. These includes children being found in the 
company of older people who do not have parental responsibility for them and custody issues between 
family members, for example in some cases this maybe where a parent has not returned a child at an 
agreed time. 

 

Often children are found in the company of people known to them as is the case with all of the cases 
attached. 

 

If a person has been issued with a Child Abduction Warning Notice in respect of a child and then are 
again found with them often they will be arrested for an offence of abduction and as such a crime will be 
recorded. A significant number of the cases attached relate to this type of abduction. 

West Yorkshire Police work with our partners through the multi-agency safeguarding arrangements to 
reduce episodes of children going missing; when children and young people do persistently go missing 
plans are put in place through the partnership to safeguard them. 

 
 



 

 

Child abduction and kidnapping offences, 01/01/2020 to 30/09/2020 

 

Offence Recorded crimes 
Ongoing 

investigation 
Total victims 

Total victims under 
18 

13 Child abduction 41 18 37 33 

- 013/01 4 2 4 3 

- 013/02 37 16 33 30 

36 Kidnapping 226 60 223 46 

- 036/01 102 26 99 30 

- 036/02 2 0 0 0 

- 036/03 110 32 112 13 

- 036/04 0 0 0 0 

- 036/05 12 2 12 3 

 
Notes 

Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which: 

- were not subsequently cancelled 

- were classifed as 13 Child abduction or 36 Kidnapping 

Ongoing investigation figures represent the number of those crimes which do not have an outcome as at 13/10/2020 

Total victim figures represent the number of victims linked to those crimes 

- some crimes may have multiple victims 

- some crimes may not have a victim linked 

Total victims under 18 represents the number of victims linked who were aged 17 or under at the time of the offence 

- child abduction crimes may have parents linked as a victim in addition to the child 

Figures are subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancellation, and may therefore change over time 

Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime

