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In the last three years how many sexual offences were reported to you as having been committed at 
schools? 

 
How many of were for the offence of rape? 

 

How many were for the offence of sexual assault? 
 
The below table indicates where a sexual offence was recorded with a location identifier of ‘School’, 
however, this should not be interpreted to mean that the offence took place within a school building, 
during school hours, or that the offender/victim was a pupil and/or teacher at that school. 
Location identifiers can be subjective, and open to the interpretation of the individual recording a crime. 
It should therefore be noted that the identifier can be used in a wide variety of facilities, from Nursery age 
up to Universities, Secure Children’s Homes, Residential/Boarding Schools, and Schools for Children 
with Learning Difficulties etc. 

 

There may be additional offences whereby the location qualifier has not been used and as such they are 
not captured within this response. Low level offences may be dealt with locally within schools without 
being reported to the Police or via our Safer Schools Officers. 

 
Crimes relating to the sexual abuse of children are taken particularly seriously by West Yorkshire Police 
regardless of the age of the perpetrator, and specially selected and trained officers are responsible for 
the investigation of these offences. All investigations involving child victims of sexual abuse, regardless 
of the age of the person responsible, are dealt within a multi-agency environment, involving our external 
partners, particularly Social Services. This approach allows not only for the most effective investigation 
but ensures appropriate Safeguarding measures are considered for any child deemed to be at risk. 

 
Over recent years the Force has worked hard to ensure that all sexual offending against all victims is 
accurately recorded and thoroughly investigated by specialist staff. Increases in the number of sexual 
offences recorded, are as a result of improved crime recording but also due to recent, well publicised 

historical cases which have given victims the confidence to report crimes knowing that their reports will 
be taken seriously regardless of when the offence occurred. 

 

West Yorkshire Police strives to treat all victims equally, ensuring that they receive the best possible 
care from our officers and staff. The force works closely with partner agencies to safeguard victims, 
ensuring they have access to any specialist support services that they require 

 

Year Sexual offences Rape Sexual assault 

2018 145 10 90 

2019 162 10 90 

2020 82 7 39 

 
Figures represent the number of crimes recorded during the period which: 
- were not subsequently cancelled 
- were classified as Sexual offences 
- had a location qualifier of 'SCHOOL' 

The offence may have occurred within the school premises or the school grounds at any time (i.e. 
includes those outside of school hours) 
Sexual assault includes the following offences: 

17A Sexual assault on a male aged 13 and over 
17B Sexual assault on a male child under 13 
20A Sexual assault on a female aged 13 and over 
20B Sexual assault on a female child under 13 

Figures are subject to further investigation, reclassification and cancellation, and may therefore change 



 

 

over time. Crime classifications based on Home Office Counting Rules for Recorded Crime 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime

