
 

 

Our ref: 6804/20 

 
1. In each of the last two financial years (i) 2018/19 and (ii) 2019/20 please state how many people were 
charged by your force with sexual grooming (Home Office Offence code: 88A)? 
2. Of these people how many of them used the internet in ANY way to contact/communicate with their 
victim? 
3. Taking the subset of people who used the internet in some way could you please list the 
websites/forums that were used by these people to communicate? 

 

Please see the attached document. 
 

West Yorkshire Police are committed to protecting children from harm and bringing to justice those who 
commit offences against them, including online grooming. 

 

Reports of sexual abuse of children are investigated by specially trained officers and are dealt on a multi- 
agency basis involving our partners, particularly Children’s Social Care. 

 

West Yorkshire Police also work hard with partners to safeguard children and prevent offences in the 
first place. This includes work with education and other partners to raise awareness of both children and 
parents around online safety. 

 
The Force also has dedicated public protection teams in each district who proactively work to manage 
Registered Sex Offenders and prevent re-offending. 

 



 

 

Charges for sexual grooming, 01/04/2018 to 31/03/2020 

Period 2018/19 2019/20 

Charges 39 34 

Arrests 27 26 

   

Platform used 2018/19 2019/20 

Chat group 1 0 

Chatiw 1 0 

E-Chat 1 0 

Facebook 1 2 

Grindr 0 2 

HI5 0 1 

Instagram 1 0 

Kik 0 1 

Skout 1 0 

Social media 3 7 

Text 1 1 

Whatsapp 3 0 

On line (not stated) 16 8 

No referrence to use of 

an online platform 
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Notes 

  

Charge figures represent the number of charges laid at court where: 

- a detainee was charged for an offence recorded as 88A Sexual Grooming 

- one arrest can result in multiple charges and therefore the number of arrests (not individuals) has also been shown 
Records have been manually checked in order to establish what platform was used 

 


