
 

 

 

 

Our ref: 6978/20 

 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to know the following: 
1) As of December 1st 2020, how many registered sex offenders were classified as either missing / 

wanted / whereabouts unknown within your force? 
 

As of December 1st 2020 West Yorkshire police had 7 Registerable Sex offenders circulated as wanted 
for an offence of breach of registration requirements. This equates to just 0.2% of the offenders which 
are managed in the community. 

 
2) Please could you list each by name. 

 
West Yorkshire Police are unable to provide you with the information requested as this is exempt by 
virtue of Section 40 (2) Personal Information. 
Please see Appendix A, for the full legislative explanation as to why West Yorkshire Police are unable to 
provide the information. 

 

3) Please could you also list the year they went missing 
 

1 x Circulated as wanted/missing since 2011 
2 x Circulated as wanted/missing since 2014 
3 x Circulated as wanted/missing since 2018 

3 x Circulated as wanted/missing since 2020  



 

 

Appendix A 
 

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 creates a statutory right of access to information held by public 
authorities. A public authority in receipt of a request must, if permitted, state under Section 1(a) of the 
Act, whether it holds the requested information and, if held, then communicate that information to the 
applicant under Section 1(b) of the Act. 

 

The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of exemptions 
which are designed to enable public authorities, to withhold information that is unsuitable for release. 
Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public domain. Information is granted to one 
person under the Act, it is then considered public information and must be communicated to any 
individual, should a request be received. 

 

DECISION 
 

Your request for information has been considered and I regret to inform you that West Yorkshire Police 
cannot comply. This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000. 

 
Section 17 of the Act provides: 

 

(1) A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a claim 
that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with Section 1(1), give the 
applicant a notice which:- 

 
(a) States the fact, 
(b) Specifies the exemption in question, and 

(c) States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 
 

REASONS FOR DECISION 
 

The reason that we are unable to provide you with this information is covered by the following 
Exemption: 

 
Section 40 (2) Personal Information 

 
Section 40 is an absolute class based exemption therefore there is no requirement to provide evidence 
of harm or consider the public interest test. 

 

To disclose the information would significantly increase the risk of individuals being identified which 
would breach principle 1 (lawfulness, fairness and transparency) of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 


